
 

Week of August 15 , 20 10  
 

 

 

Monday  | The Vineyard Owner  

 Matthew 20:13-15 
13 "But he answered one of them, 'Friend, I am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denarius? 
14 Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave you. 15 Don't I have the 
right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?' 
 

  Jesus told a parable about a man who owned a vineyard. At six in the morning, he went out to hire 
some people to work for the day, offering to pay each of them $100 for the day. So, they agree and go to work. 
 

  The man goes out at 9:00, noon, and 3:00 and hires some more workers. 
 

  At 5:00, the vineyard owner goes into town once again and finds some people who hadnôt found work all day. 
He tells them to go to work at his place. 
 

  When 6:00 comes around and the workers line up to collect their pay, the owner pays them all $100! The 
workers who had been there only an hour canôt believe it! But those who had been there all day began to 

complain, saying it wasnôt fair because they had worked for 12 hours and got paid the same as some who had 
worked for only one. 
 

  The owner says: Hang on a second. Iôm not treating you unfairly. I paid you exactly what we agreed to this 
morning. Youôre just mad because I decided to be generous to those who came later. 
 

  Jesus says the kingdom of Heaven is like this. There are people who go to church since the day they are born. 
They develop a relationship with God early in life and strive to live according to Jesusô teachings. Then, there are 
people who go through most of their lives not knowing God at all. They get into some pretty nasty things and 
arenôt very concerned with pleasing God. Only later in life do they come to know God and get themselves on the 
right path for eternity.  
 

  Jesus says the latecomerôs reward will be just as awesome as those who have been on the right path for their 
entire lives. 
 

  The temptation is to say: Thatôs not fair! Iôve lived my entire life being careful to do the things Jesus would 
have me do. I have avoided bad parties; I have sacrificed popularity, all to please God. This guy has lived like a 
scoundrel, drunk all the time, bullying people...and now that he has ñseen the light,ò he gets the same reward I 
do? 
 

  But before we give in to that temptation, letôs consider something that truly is unfair: Jesus had to die so that 
we could live forever. Eternity is his gift, and he can give it to whomever he wants. He chooses to offer it to 
everyone who accepts it. 
 

  In prayer today, pray for those who do not yet know God. Ask God for the opportunity to introduce 
somebody to God. And ask God for the courage to make the most of that opportunity. 

 

Tuesday  | Peace of Mind  

 John 10:27-28 
27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.  
 

  Yesterday, we talked about the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard. The vineyard owner went out 
throughout the day and hired workers. At the end of the day, he paid the ones who worked only a few hours the 
same amount as he had promised to pay those who worked all day. The point of the story being that the promise 
of Heaven is for everybody, including those who donôt start working for the kingdom until later in life. 
 

  Today, we are going to consider the story from a different perspective: someone who didnôt get hired until 
5:00. He had been waiting all day for an opportunity to work. Nothing had come up. By noon, he was really 
starting to worry. Without the dayôs wages, how would he be able to buy dinner for his family? How would he 
pay for a room that night? His future was very uncertain. 
 

  In contrast, somebody who had been hired at 6:00 that morning had peace of mind. He was secure in the 
knowledge that his wages would provide for his family that night. 
 

  We have that same kind of peace of mind because we are followers of Jesus Christ. We donôt have to worry 
about our eternity. Our future is secure. 
 

  Those who do not know Jesus do not enjoy this certainty about their future. As Christians, charged with loving 

our neighbors, itôs our job to help them find it. 
 

  Pray today, as you did yesterday, for those who do not yet know God, for an opportunity to introduce 
somebody to God, and for the courage to make the most of that opportunity. 
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Wednesday  | The Lowliest of Jobs  

 John 13:4-5, 13-15 
4 so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 
towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured water into a basin and 
began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him.  
 
13 "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. 
14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also 
should wash one another's feet. 15 I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you. 
 

  With dirt roads and sandals for footwear, peopleôs feet would 
get really dirty as they went about their day. In most places, there would 
be a basin of water inside the door so that people could wash off their 
feet when they came in. In nicer homes, there might be somebody who 
would wash your feet for you. 
 

  There certainly wasnôt a lot of honor or prestige in being a foot washer. 
It was the lowliest of jobs. So imagine the disciplesô horror when Jesus 
got up from the dinner table and started washing their feet! 
 

  Afterwards, Jesus told them that he had set an example for themðand 
for us. We are to serve others. Often times, serving others isnôt easy, 
convenient, or pleasant. But if the Son of God was willing to wash 
peopleôs dirty, stinky feet, what job are we justified in not doing for 
someone else? 
 

  Every day, we are presented with opportunities to serve. We often pass 
up these opportunities, saying itôs too hard, weôre too busy, or we just 
donôt like that person. But would these excuses wash with Jesus? 
Probably not. 
 

  Think of some ways in which you can serve others. Write 
down these ideas and continue to reflect on them. Then, in prayer, ask 
God to help you think of others more than yourself and to help you 
become the servant that Jesus would want you to be. 
 

Thursday  | Get It?  

 Luke 19:5-7 
      5 When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, 
"Zacchaeus, come down immediately. I must stay at your house today." 6 
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly.  
    7 All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the 
guest of a sinner."  
 

  You may remember the story of Zacchaeus. He really wanted 
to see Jesus, but he ñwas a wee little man, and a wee little man was he.ò 

So, he climbed up into a big tree so that he could catch a glimpse of 
Jesus as he passed by. The only thing is, Jesus didnôt pass by. He 
stopped. He looked up, told Zacchaeus to come down, and invited himself 
to dinner. 
 

  This sent a shockwave through the crowd. Gasp! Jesus is going to hang 
out with a sinner! (Zacchaeus was a tax collector and had apparently 
swindled a lot of people out of a lot of money.) 
 

  The crowd didnôt get it. Of course Jesus was going to spend time with a 
sinner. What did they think he was here for? After all, it isnôt healthy 
people who need a doctor. Jesus came to seek and save those who are 
lost. They didnôt get it. 
 

  Wouldnôt it be awful if we still didnôt get it? Wouldnôt it be just terrible if 
the nastiest bully or the biggest druggie at school came to our youth 
group and wasnôt made to feel welcome because he didnôt belong there? 

If that happened, it would run counter to everything we say we stand for. 
 

  How can we make sure that all people are welcomed into our 
youth group, regardless of who they are or how they live their lives? 
 

Friday  | Sheep and Goats  

 Philippians 2:3-4 
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but 
each of you to the interests of the others.  
 

  In Matthew 21:35-46, Jesus tells the story of the sheep and 
the goats. Itôs about Judgment Day, when all people will be separated 
into two groups. 
 

  To the first group, he will say: Come with me. You have done well. 
When you saw me hungry, you gave me something to eat. When you 
saw me without clothes, you gave me something to wear. You cared for 
me when I was sick and visited with me when I was lonely. 
 

  The people in the first group will be confused because they have never 
seen Jesus in such poor conditions. But he will tell them: Whenever you 
cared for one of your brothers or sisters, neighbors or strangers in need, 
you cared for me. 
 

  To the second group, he will say: Get away from me. When you saw me 
in need, you neglected me. 
 

  The second group will also be confused, wondering when they ever saw 
Jesus in need. And he will tell them: Whenever you did not care for one 
of your brothers or sisters, neighbors or strangers in need, you did not 
care for me. 
 

  Jesus considers your treatment of others equivalent to your 
treatment of him. Think about that as you interact with those around you 
each day. 

 

Saturday  | The Hired hand  

 John 10:11-13  
11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the 
sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and 
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  
 

  The hired hand doesnôt care about the sheep. For him, this is 
just a job. Hey, if something happens to the sheep, he can just get 
another job. Heôs certainly not going to risk his life fighting with the 
wolves, just to save the dumb sheep. 
 

   But the shepherd, now thatôs different. The sheep are his. They belong 
to him. He has spent his entire life caring for the flock. He was there 
when they were born. He has cared for them, nurtured them, made sure 
theyôve had food, and kept them safe.  
 

   To the hired hand, they all look the same. But the shepherd knows 
each ones name. The shepherd recognizes each ones bleat.  
 

   The shepherd will give up his life without a second thought if it means 
saving his sheep. Thatôs what Jesus did for you and me. 
 

  What is the most appropriate way to respond to the 
unconditional love that Jesus gives us? Itôs trying our very best to show 
that same kind of love to everyone we meet.



 

Week of August 22 , 2010  
 

 

 

Monday  | Fresh -Baked Taste  

 Exodus 16:4 
4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out each day 
and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my instructions.  
 

  The Israelites had been freed from captivity in Egypt. They fled their slave masters and left the 
country. They escaped into the desert and...and... And now what? Now there are 1.5 million people in the desert 
without water or food. Some of the Israelites looked around and said that they had been better off as slaves! 
They said that even though they were mistreated and subjected to hard labor all day, at least they had food to 
eat. 
 

  Well, God hadnôt delivered them out of slavery just to let them starve to death in the desert. God planned to 
provide for them with more of the same sort of miracles that freed them in the first place. Not only could Moses 
tap a rock with his staffðin the middle of the desertðand have water spring forth, but bread was falling from the 
sky! Each morning, the Israelites could go outside their tents and collect all the food they would need for the 

entire day. And the next day, more fresh bread. 
 

  God was only too happy to provide for the Israelites, and God continues to nurture us in the same way. And 
aside from our nourishment, God has provided us with our family and friendsðeven our teachers. God has given 
us our homes and our clothes. God has given us our lives. Our God is an awesome God! 
 

 How has God provided for you? As you pray today, be sure to thank God for the many blessings in 
your life. 
 

Tuesday  | Accusing God of Abandonment  

 Exodus 16:19-20 
      19 Then Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it until morning."  
    20 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of 
maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.   
 

  The Israelites had escaped Egypt and were now journeying through the desert. They had no supply 

of food, but God was making fresh bread fall from the sky each morning. The people had very specific 
instructions: Go out and gather as much as you need for today, and do not take any more than you need for 
today. Still, some of them ignored Moses and tried to stockpile a few daysô worth of food. The extra food spoiled 
and it all made Moses very angry. 
 

  Moses wasnôt necessarily angry because the people hadnôt listened to him. And although nobody would have 
been happy about the smell of rotting food permeating the camp, thatôs probably not what had him cranky, 
either. 
 

  Moses was probably most upset because the people demonstrated a huge lack of faith in God. By gathering 
food that would last for days, they were saying that they knew God intended to abandon them. 
 

  Accusing God of a future abandonment is harsh and unfair, especially considering the countless ways in which 
God has demonstrated love and faithfulness. But before we pass too much judgment on the Israelites, let us 
consider our own actions. 
 

  Itôs pretty easy, isnôt it, to feel as though God has left us on our own? When faced with a huge task or in the 
midst of personal crisis, doesnôt our thought process tend to be: How am I going to get through this? Instead, it 
should be: I know God is going to get me through this. 
 

  One great way to strengthen our faith is to juice up our prayer lives. The more we talk with God, the 
better weôll know God. We become even more reassured of Godôs constant presence and undying love. If you 
donôt have a daily quiet time for prayer, make one. If you have one, add a few minutes to it. 
 
Wednesday  | Need vs. Want  

 Matthew 6:11  
11 Give us today our daily bread.  
 

  You may recognize this line from The Lordôs Prayer, which Jesus taught during his Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 6:9-13).  
 

  What, exactly, is ñdaily bread?ò Jesus is talking about our most basic needs. He says that when we pray we 
should ask God for the things we need. 
 

  Now, thereôs a big difference between need and want. We may want a super meat-loverôs deluxe with extra 
cheese, but what we need is some nourishment.  We may want some l.e.i. and Abercrombie, but what we need 
is something to wear. 
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  Mixing up need and want can put us in a bad place. It can lead us into 
becoming ungrateful for the things God has given us: ñWould have loved 
that pizza, but all I have is this lousy bologna sandwich.ò Doesnôt God 
deserve to be thanked for the sandwich?  
 

  Consider the things you pray for. Are you asking for your 
needs to be met and praising God when they are...or do your prayers 
tend to read more like a Christmas wish list? Remember that God knows 
exactly what you need and is faithful about fulfilling those needs. 
 

Thursday  | The Most Important Thing  

 Ecclesiastes 5:10 
10 Those who love money never have enough;  
       those who love wealth are never satisfied with their income.  
       This too is meaningless. 
 

 When Solomon succeeded David as king, God told him he 
would be given anything he asked for. Given that opportunity, what 

would you ask for? 
 

  Solomon could have asked for the expansion of his kingdom or the 
death of his enemies. He could have asked for money or power or fame. 
Instead, he asked for wisdom. He told God he wanted to be the best 
leader he could be for the people. God was very impressed with 
Solomonôs unselfish request. God not only granted Solomon the wisdom 
he asked for, but also wealth, honor, and success. 
 

  Solomon had more money than he knew what to do with. He had 
worldly power. He had a couple of hundred wives. Yet Solomon wrote 
that all of his riches were meaningless. 
 

  King Solomon knew what George Strait would sing thousands of years 
later: 
 

You don't bring nothin' with you here 
And you can't take nothin' back 

I ain't never seen a hearse 
with a luggage rack. 

 

  We tend to measure our success in life based on how many friends we 
have or the kind of clothes we wear or our talents or athletic abilities. But 
in the end, none of that will matter. When we meet God, the only thing 
weôll have to show is how well we followed Jesus and how well we treated 
those around us. So, the most important thing in life is how we live it to 
honor God. 
 

 If you were to meet God today, what would you have to 
show? Spend some time in prayerful meditation, considering whether 
your priority is pursuing worldly riches and popularity or pursuing Godôs 
honor and blessings. 
 

Friday  | Reaping What You Sow  

 Galatians 6:7-8 
7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. People reap what they 

sow. 8 Those who sow to please their sinful nature, from that nature [a] 
will reap destruction; those who sow to please the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life.  
 

 What does it mean to reap what you sow? Well, if you plant 
an apple seed, you get an apple tree, and you reap apples. If you plant a 
tomato seed, you get a tomato plant, and you reap tomatoes. If you 
plant an acorn, you get an oak tree, and you reap a lovely pair of end 
tables! 
 

  In real life, if you bend the truth and deceive people, you get a 

reputation as a liar and reap no friends.  
 

  In your spiritual life, you can either pursue sinful living or righteous 
living. At stake is what you will eventually reap: eternal life in Heaven or 
not.  
 

 Jesus came to teach us how to be one who ñsows to please 
the spirit,ò so that we can be sure to reap our heavenly reward. Spend 
some time in prayer, asking God to make you aware of the ways in which 
you may not be sowing like you should. And make whatever changes that 
might be necessary. 
 
Saturday  | The Den of Robbers  

 John 2:13-16 
13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to 

Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep 
and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made 
a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep 
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. 16 To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! 
Stop turning my Father's house into a market!"  
 

 At first look, one might say, ñWhatôs the big deal?ò After all, 

youth groups have fundraising dinners at churches all the time. 
Congregations raise money for mission trip by having car washes in their 
parking lots. Churches have fairs and clothing sales and stuff like this all 
the time. Would Jesus show up at one of these events and start whipping 
us? Probably not. 
 

  Letôs take a closer look at this story. Here, John records Jesus as saying, 
ñHow dare you turn my Fatherôs house into a market!ò But both Matthew 
21 and Mark 11 have Jesus calling it a ñden of robbers.ò Now, that 
certainly sounds more serious. 
 

  First, it was the money changers. These werenôt simply cashiers. Every 
Jewish man was required to pay an annual ñtemple taxò of a half-shekel, 
which was equivalent to two dayôs wages. The thing is, shekels were not 
the only coins in circulation at the time. Other coins from other countries, 

while also made of precious metals, were considered ñuncleanò by the 
religious authorities, and therefore unacceptable as payment for the 
temple tax. So, anybody who had these coins would have to exchange 
them for shekels. And for this service, the money exchangers would 
charge them as much as a full dayôs wage! It was a total rip-off, and the 
people were trapped because they were required by law to pay their tax. 
 

  Meanwhile, this was during the Passover celebration. Again, it was the 
law that during the festival a Jewish man was required to sacrifice an 
animal on the altar, as repentance for his sins. You know how, when you 
go to the movie theater, they charge you $2.50 for a 16 oz. Pepsi® ? And 
you know darn well you could buy a 2-liter of Pepsi®  on sale at the 
grocery store for 99 cents. Of course, the theater wonôt let you in with 
your own soda, so they have you trapped and can charge you an 
outrageously high price. Well, thatôs exactly what the people selling 
animals at the temple were doing. In fact, the prices were so high some 
poorer people couldnôt afford to make their religious sacrifice. This made 
Jesus very angry. 
 

 What does Jesus teach us here? Certainly, we are not to stand 
idly by while people are being exploited--especially if we have the power 
to change it. What are some situations you can think of at school where 
people are being treated unfairly or are being taken advantage of, and 
what can you do about it? Talk to your youth leader about it and pray 
together for guidance.

http://www.ibs.org/niv/passagesearch.php?passage_request=Galatians+6%3A7-8&tniv=yes&submit=Lookup&display_option=columns#fen-TNIV-29188a


 

Week of August 29 , 20 10  
 

 

 

Monday  

 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 5:7 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 
day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 
them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, 
but what is unseen is eternal. 
 

7We live by faith, not by sight. 
 

 I remember when we were working so hard getting ready to move into the new youth lounge at 
our church. The room needed a good cleaning and a fresh coat of paint. One of the colors we picked was a 
deep burgundy with a hint of brown. The sample room in the picture on the card we got from the paint store 
looked great and we were very excited to get the paint on the walls. But when we opened the can, something 
was wrong. The paint didnôt look deep burgundy at all. It was pinkish-orange! And when it went on the wall, it 
was even worse. It looked like bubblegum. I got a little panicked. This isnôt right...this is not good...itôll never 

work. 
 

  Iôm a little ashamed to admit that I sometimes get panicked like this in my spiritual life, too. How often have 
I said, ñGod, what are you thinking? This isnôt right. This is never going to work.ò 
 

  You know what happened? As the paint dried, it started to look like what it was supposed to. With the 
second coat, it looked perfect--just like the sample room on the card. I just needed to be patient and have a 
little faith in what was yet unseen. 
 

  As Christians, we know that God works to do good for us in all things. It says so in Romans 8:28. 
It doesnôt mean weôre going to know what God is up to. We might not understand Godôs plan. But it does 
mean that we donôt need to panic, because through it all, God is caring for us, loving us, and doing good for 
us. Our God is good--all the time. 

 

 

Tuesday  

 Ephesians 3:20-21 
20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is 
at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen.  

 

 There is a story in the Bible that youôre probably familiar with. It appears in all four Gospels. One 
day, Jesus was speaking to a very large crowd--the Bible says 5000 men, but if you include women and 
children, the number could have been 10 or even 20-thousand. It came to be dinner time and everybody 
realized that nobody had enough food to feed everybody. Some of the disciples suggested sending the people 
home hungry. But Jesus had a different idea. He asked how much food they had and the answer came: a 
couple of fish and a few pieces of bread. 
 

  Jesus had all the people sit down. He thanked God for what had been provided. And then he proceeded to 
feed all those in the crowd! Nobody went away hungry, and they collected twelve baskets full of leftovers. 
 

  The Gospel of John tells us that the fish and bread came from a small boy. Apparently, out of 20-thousand 
people, he was the only one who thought ahead to pack a lunch. 
 

  The boy couldnôt possibly have thought that what he had to offer was enough to get the job done, but he 
gave everything he had without hesitation. Thatôs our first lesson in this story: willingly give our all to Jesus 
and his work. 
 

  The next lesson is huge: Godôs work is not stifled by our human limitations. The boy had barely more than a 
lunch for a single person, but placed in Godôs hands, it fed thousands. What we have to offer may seem 
insignificant, but when we joyfully place it in Godôs hands, thereôs no telling what could happen. 
 

 Are you giving your all to God, or are you holding something back? Are you thinking, ñWhy 
bother?ò or are you excited to give what you got and see what happens? 
 
 

Wednesday  

 Hebrews 11:11-12 
11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she 
considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, 
came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 
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 Abraham and Sarah werenôt so sure. God had promised them 
a child and then millions of descendents. But they were 90 years old! And 
even when she was younger, Sarah was barren, unable to have children. 
At first, they didnôt think God could come through on this promise. They 
thought God would not be unable to work through their physical 
limitations.  
 

  But nothing is impossible with God. As we learn from their story--found 
in Genesis 12-23--God is capable of doing amazing things and is not the 
least bit limited by our human conditions.  
 

 We, like Abraham and Sarah, often have very low 
expectations of God. But our God is a God of miracles and amazing 
things. It is OK and a good thing to expect that God will do amazing 
things in and with our lives. 
 

 

Thursday  

 Luke 19:10  
10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost." 
 

 When you were a child, did you ever get separated from your 
parents in a store? You can probably still remember that deep sense of 
panic that came over you as you frantically looked this way and then that. 
Did you run from aisle to aisle? Did you cry out? That feeling of being 
separated from your parents was not a good one. 
 

  Of course, now as a teenager, there is a different feeling of dread 
whenever your parents are around!  
 

  But there are plenty of other ways in which we can feel lost. Maybe we 
donôt have enough friends, or the right clothes, or talent, or money, or 
good looks. And as a result of that, maybe we feel cast aside, left out, 
marooned on our own little island, lost. 
 

  Letôs go back to the store for a moment. How did you get lost in the 
first place? Something distracted youðprobably a toy or somethingðand 
you lost focus on what was important: your parents. In life, we can get 
distracted by all kinds of things, especially the pursuit of popularity. 
When we allow ourselves to be focused on these kinds of things, we lose 
sight of whatôs really important: Jesus. And if weôre being honest with 
ourselves, we have to admit that that leaves us feeling empty and even 
lost. 
 

 The good news is Jesus is looking for you! He doesnôt want 
you to feel left out and alone. Jesus can offer you a peace and 
acceptance that nothing else in the world can. Start today making sure 
that your life is focused on Jesus, not on all the other stuff that doesnôt 
really matter and will only leave you feeling empty and lost. 

 

 

Friday  

 Galatians 2:20  
20 I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 
 

 There is a story a boy who found a broken piece of mirror, 
and he carried it around with him everywhere he went. He made a game 
out of reflecting sunlight off of it. Heôd reflect the light into deep, dark 
places where sunlight would never be able to shine on its own. As he 
grew older, he realized something important: he was not the source of 
the light, but the light could only get into those dark places with his help. 
 

  For Christians, this is true of our lives. Jesus is there. We are not the 
source of his love and acceptance, but we can...and should...reflect it. 
 

  A lot of people donôt go to church or youth group. A lot of people donôt 
really know Jesus or what heôs all about. For a lot of people, you are the 

only thing about Jesus they know. Hmmm, that can be a lot of pressure. 
Howôs your reflective surface? 
 

 A mirror thatôs smudged up or tarnished canôt do all that good 
of a job reflecting. It can be the same way with our lives. What are some 
of the things that might be smudging you up? What are some things in 
your life that Jesus isnôt too excited about. In prayer, ask God to reveal 
these things to you. Ask God for the courage to change them. 
 

 

Saturday  

 Ephesians 5:15-17  
15 Be very careful, then, how you liveðnot as unwise but as wise, 16 
making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 
Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 
 

  One time, a man was asked if he could play the violin. He 
surprised his friend when he answered, ñI donôt know. Iôve never tried.ò 

His answer was very wise and teaches us a good lesson. 
 

  There are many times when we assume things are beyond our abilities 
or we convince ourselves that things wonôt turn out well. And so, we 
donôt bother trying, and we miss an opportunity.  
 

  For example, what about inviting friends to join you at a youth group 
activity? Do you just assume your friend isnôt interested? Are you 
convinced your friend will just say no--or even worse, make fun of you for 
asking? Do you somehow know it wonôt turn out well and just skip it?  
 

  The fact is itôs a little scary to invite friends to church activities. But the 
other fact is that when we donôt, itôs a missed opportunity. Todayôs 
Scripture would have us not waste that opportunity.  
 

  Think of two friends who you could invite to be a part of our 

group and write their names here: 
 
 

1. ______________________________ 
 
2. ______________________________ 
 
  Now, pray for the opportunity to invite them to join in and for the 
courage to seize this opportunity. Pray for this for the next several days. 
Cut out your friendsô names and tape them on your mirror or someplace 
where youôll remember to pray for them and the opportunity to invite 
them.
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Monday  

 Genesis 9:12-15 
12And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living creature with 
you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the 
covenant between me and the earth. 14Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the 
clouds, 15I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will 
the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 
 

   In todayôs passage, Noah has just gotten off the ark. The big flood is over. Itôs a fresh, new 
beginning--almost like a new school year.  
 

  At the beginning of a new school year, we often set goals. We see it as an opportunity to make a fresh start. We 
say we are going to eat better or exercise more or get our homework done earlier. Sometimes, these goals only 
last two or three days before everything goes back to the way it was. In the end, it almost seems silly because we 
donôt actually make a real effort.  
 

  But itôs not a bad idea to use the beginning of a new school year as an opportunity to look over your life--
especially your spiritual life--and see if thereôs anything you could change for the better. It may be improving your 
language. It may be spending more time in prayer. Maybe this year you can resolve to read a chapter of the Bible 
each day or to give a portion of your babysitting money to the church. 
 

 What is a goal that you can make to give your spiritual life a boost? What might be a good visual 
reminder of this goal? 
 

Tu esday  

 John 21:15-17 
15When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you love me more than 
these?" 
"Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." 
Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."  

16Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 
He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." 
Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."  
17The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; 

you know that I love you." 
Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.ò 
 

 Peter had goofed up bad. On the night that Jesus was arrested and hauled off to be beaten and 
crucified, Peter had denied even knowing Jesus--three times! 
 

  But as we read in todayôs passage, Jesus was willing to let Peter start over, giving him a second chance, a new 
beginning. Jesus is all about the new beginning. 
 

  When we recognize that we have done wrong, ask for forgiveness, and change our ways, Jesus is always willing 
to give us a fresh start. 
 

  At the same time, he expects us to be just as forgiving to others. When somebody seeks our forgiveness, Jesus 
wants us to be just as merciful to them as he was to Peter. 
 

 Are you carrying a grudge or harboring bad feelings against somebody? Take some time, now, to pray 
for that person. Ask God to soften your heart and give you the compassion to forgive that person. Not only will 
you be doing what Jesus wants you to do, youôll feel better about the situation, too. 
 

Wednesday  

 Matthew 13:44  
     44 ñThe kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in 
his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.ò  
 

 Everyone in town thinks he or she knows the value of the field. Real estate in any particular area sells 
for so much an acre, and thatôs how much the field is worth. Only the man in the story knows any different. He 
knows the plot of land is worth a lot more because of the vast treasure hidden there. 
 

  He knows that in order to buy the field, heôll have to sell everything he ownsðhis house, his donkey, any fine 
clothes and jewelry he has. But he also knows that once he owns the field, heôll have many times more than he 
has now. Itôs an immediate return on his investment. 
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Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is like thisða treasure for us to obtain. 
Now, when we think about Heaven, we tend to think about the afterlife, the 
paradise that has been promised to true believers of Jesus. But the man in 
this story reaped an immediate reward. Does that mean that pursuing a 
relationship with Jesus benefits us before we get to Heaven? You bet! 
 

  When you have a relationship with Jesus, you get to experience his never-
ending love for you. Jesus loves you so much that he died for you, to 
pardon you from the offense of your sins, so that you can live with God in 
Heaven. Jesus loves you right now, today and everydayðand thatôs good to 
know on the days when it seems like the whole world is against you. 
 

  When you have a relationship with Jesus, there is comfort in bad times. 
Through Jesus you know God, and when you know God, you know that God 
is always working to do good things for you, even when it seems like things 
couldnôt be worse. 
 

  When you have a relationship with Jesus, you have peace of mind 
because you have a secure future. There is no doubt that when life on 

Earth ends, Jesus will take you to be with God in Heaven. There is no 
doubt. There is no worry. 
 

 In what other ways are you benefiting now from your 
relationship with Jesus? How could you explain this to others who havenôt 
discovered this ñtreasure?ò 

 
Thursday  

 Matthew 13:45-46 
     45 ñAgain, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine 
pearls. 46 When he found one of great value, he went away and sold 
everything he had and bought it.ò  
 

 This parable is the companion to yesterdays, about the man who 
bought a field because there was a hidden treasure in it. Today, we read 
about a man who sold everything he had to buy a valuable pearl. He knows 
that the rare pearl will only increase in value. He is willing to forego all his 
riches for now to invest in something that will pay off big later in life. 
 

  Jesus is telling us here, like he does so many other places in the Gospel, 
that the treasures in Heaven are going to be so much greater than the 
treasures on Earth. Moreover, he says that we are to give our all in pursuit 
of Heavenôs treasures. That could mean sacrificing some things that weôre 
really fond of. 
 

  What are some things Jesus might want us to sacrifice? 
 

  Jesus might want us to sacrifice our pride. Pride keeps us from saying, 
ñIôm sorry.ò Pride prevents us from offering forgiveness. Pride hinders us 
when it comes to serving others. 
 

  Jesus might want us to sacrifice our popularity. Often, our pursuit of 
popularity has us doing things that go against Jesusô teachings and run 
counter to Godôs will. 
 

  Jesus might want us to sacrifice our free time. In the time that we spend 
on Facebook or playing video games, we could be reading some Scripture 
or praying, working on our relationships with Jesus. We could be serving 
somebody else. 
 

 What might Jesus be asking you to sacrifice today? 

 
Friday  

 Psalm 150 
1 Praise the LORD.  
     Praise God in his sanctuary;  
     praise him in his mighty heavens.  
2 Praise him for his acts of power;  
     praise him for his surpassing greatness.  
3 Praise him with the sounding of the trumpet,  
     praise him with the harp and lyre,  

4 praise him with tambourine and dancing,  
     praise him with the strings and pipe,  
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals,  
     praise him with resounding cymbals.  
6 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.  
     Praise the LORD.  
 

 These are the last verses in the Book of Psalms, and what a way 
to end the collection! Itôs an all-out call for a full-blown celebration of God. 
 

  With all God does for usðproviding for our needs, giving us comfort, 
blessing us with friends and family, guiding us, protecting us, having 
created us in the first placeðGod is most worthy of our high-energy praise 
and adoration. Yet, sadly, itôs often a chore for us just to spend a few 
moments with God each day. 
 

  It isnôt that we donôt know how to praise. We fanatically follow athletes 
and sports teams, memorizing stats, wearing team logos, and faithfully 
watching, and even attending the games. We rush to download the latest 

music from our favorite singers, memorize the lyrics, buy concert tickets, 
and scream and shout as they perform. 
 

  And thereôs nothing wrong with thatðunless our expression of adoration 
for God is lackluster, or even nonexistent. You know, the Bible says that 
God gets jealousðand rightly so. There is nobody who deserves our praise 
more than God. 
 

 For what do you have to praise God? Make a list and add to it as 
more things become apparent. Make sure that during your prayer time you 
are praising God. In fact, itôs perfectly OK to pause several times 
throughout the day and whisper of short prayer of, ñItôs so cool, God, how 
youéò Read Psalm 150 regularly to help get you into the mindset of always 
offering praise to our awesome God. 
 

Saturday  

 Deuteronomy 15:1-2 
      1 At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. 2 This is how it 
is to be done: Every creditor shall cancel any loan they have made to 
another Israelite. They shall not require payment from anyone among their 
own people, because the LORD's time for canceling debts has been 
proclaimed. 
 

 In the summertime, at our youth group meetings, we often play 
Capture the Flag. We play with some alternate rules. One of them is 
ñJubilee.ò Every so often, during the game, we announce ñJubilee,ò and all 
the players who are in ñjailò get a free walk back to their own sides.  
 

  In the Old Testament times, the Israelites had Jubilee every seven years. 
During the Jubilee, remaining loan balances were cancelled, land that had 
been purchased or foreclosed on was return to the original owner, and 
anybody who had sold into slavery was set free. It was a super-huge act of 
national forgiveness. 
 

  Why do we remember ñJubileeò when we play Capture the Flag? Simple. 
Itôs no fun to be stuck in ñjailò while everybody else gets to keep playing. 
 

  Having a Jubilee these days wouldnôt work very well with our economic 
system, but that doesnôt mean we canôt have a spirit of forgiveness. 
 

  In fact, forgiveness can be an incredible gift to somebody. Have you ever 
been in a situation where you goofed upðyou made a mistake and it ended 
up hurting a friend? You probably felt bad about it and apologized, but 
maybe that friend didnôt forgive you. In fact, maybe that friend had you 
feeling guilty about it for a long time. That didnôt feel very good, did it?  
 

 Is there somebody you can ñlet out of jail?ò Is there somebody 
who you havenôt forgiven? Remember that person as you pray today. Ask 
God for the strength to help you forgive. 
 


