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Week of August 15 , 2010

Monday | The Vineyard Owner
EEENE-» Matthew 20:13-15

13vBut he answered one of them, ‘Friend, | am not being unfair to you. Didn't you agree to work for a denar
¥ Take your pay and go. | want to give the one who was hitteel sasne as | gave ydtiDon't | have the

right to do what | want with my own money? Or are you envious because | am generous?'

EEEa=-» Jesus told a parable about a man who owned a vineyard. At six in the morning, he went out to hi
some people to work fhe day, offering to pay each of them $100 for the day. So, they agree and go to work

The man goes out at 9:00, noon, and 3:00 and hires some more workers.

At 5: 00, the vineyard owner goes i nt dwarkaliday. onc e
He tells them to go to work at his place.

When 6:00 comes around and the workers line up to collect their pay, the ownenp&g8dhdrne

wor kers who had been there only an hagheganmwandt b
compl ain, saying it wasnoé6t fair because they ha
worked for only one.

The owner says: Hang on a second. |1 6m not treat
mornig . Youdbre just mad because | decided to be ge

Jesus says the kingdom of Heaven is like this. There are people who go to church since the day they are
They develop a relationship with God early in life and strivestolaccor di ng t o Jesuso
people who go through most of their lives not knowing God at all. They get into some pretty nasty things ar
arendt very concerned with pleasing Gostlvesdanthey |
right path for eternity.

Jesus says the | atecomerés reward wil/ be just
entire lives.

The temptation is to say: That 6dothethings Jesuswolld | 6 v e
have me do. | have avoided bad parties; | have sacrificed popularity, all to please God. This guy has lived |
scoundrel, drunk all the time, bullying people.
do?

But before we give in to that temptation, | etds

we could live forever. Eternity is his gift, and he can give it to whomever he wants. He chooses to offer it to
everyone who accepts it.

In prayer today, pray for those who do not yet know God. Ask God for the opportunity to introduc
somebody to God. And ask God for the courage to make the most of that opportunity.

Tuesday | Peace of Mind

EEEEE=- John 10:27-28

%My sheep listen to my vpldeow them, and they follow ifid.give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand.

ESEg=-» Yesterday, we talked about the Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard. The vineyard owner wer
throughout the dand hired workers. At the end of the day, he paid the ones who worked only a few hours t
same amount as he had promised to pay those who worked all day. The point of the story being that the pr
of Heaven is for ever yathwodking for thexkingdandunti Igterinlf@ s e wh o

Today, we are going to consider the story from
5:00. He had been waiting all day for an opportunity to work. Nothing had come up. Basioeal|y\he w
starting to worry. Without the dayds wages, how

pay for a room that night? His future was very uncertain.

In contrast, somebody who had been hired at 6:00 that morning had pedcelefwas secure in the
knowledge that his wages would provide for his family that night.

We have that same kind of peace of mind because
about our eternity. Our future is secure.

Those who doot know Jesus do not enjoy this certainty about their future. As Christians, charged with lovi
our neighbors, itdéds our job to help them find i

Pray today, as you did yesterday, for those who do not yet know God, for an opportunity to introc
sanebody to God, and for the courage to make the most of that opportunity.
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Wednesday | The Lowliest of Jobs Friday | Sheep and Goats

IESE=-> John 13:4-5, 13-15 EEEEE-» Philippians 2:3-4

4 50 he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility
towel around his waid@fter that, he poured wateto a basin and value others abe yourselve$not looking to your own interests but

began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was  each of you to the interests of the others.

wrapped around him. == |n Matthew 21:386, Jesus tells the story of the sheep and
the goats. ltdéds about Judgment D

13w ¥ ' ' ' - -
You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord," and rightly so, for that is what | am. into two groups.

¥ Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feef you als
should wash one another's f€dthave set you an example that you Tothe first group, he will say: Come with me. You have done well.
should do as | have done for you. When you saw me hungry, you gave me something to eat. When you

saw me without clothes %ou gave me sonLething to WFaI’. Y(%u cared forI

(- V.Vi th dirt ro a ds and sandals egvﬁenlwgsosi%kv‘éﬁd iSited Wit nfe Rvhefi Qwas Ioneelly(.a wou
get really dirty as they went about their day. In most places, there would

be a basi of water inside the door so that people could wash off their The people in the first group will be confused because they have never
feet when they came in. In nicer homes, there might be somebody who seen Jesus in such poor conditions. But he will tell them: Whenever you
would wash your feet for you. cared for one of your brothers or sisters, neighbors or strangers in need,

There certainly wasndét a | ot of yﬂuoc%reod;orr%ek prestige in being a foo
ltwasthelowlies of jobs. So i magine t he ddthesecondadpshe wikhsay: Gepawaydromente. Whensyoussaw me
got up from the dinner table and started washing their feet! in need, you neglected me.

Afterwards, Jesus told them that he had set an exampledanitiem The second group will also be confused, wondering when they ever sav
for us. We are to serve otyhers. @eBusignpeed Anghizesvil telsthem: Wheneyer you dicenptsare far ene
convenient, or pleasant. But if the Son of God was willing to wash of your brothers or sisters,gdiors or strangers in need, you did not
peopleds dirty, stinky feet, whactareffoorne. are we justified in not do

” . .
someone else? Jesus considers your treatment of others equivalent to your

Every day, we are presented with opportunities to serve. We often passtreatment of him. Think about that as you interact with those around you

up these opportunitiesysang it 6s too hard, we®&ackdat oo busy, or we just
donét | ike that person. But would these excuses wash with Jesus?
Probably not. Saturday | The Hired hand

Think of some ways in which you can serve others. Write ~ EEEEE=~ John 10:11-13
i i i | am tre good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the
down these ideas and continue to reflect on them. Then, in prayer, ask 9 p g p y!

God to help you think of others more than yourself and to help you sheep The hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the
become the servant that Jesus would want you to be. sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and
runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scaligiisétman

Thursday | Get It? runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.
EEEDE-> | uke 19:5-7 == The hired hand doesndt care

> When Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, just a job. Hey, if something happens to the sheep, he can just get
"Zacchaeus, come down immediatalyst stay at your house tod&y." another job. H e bdisk higlite fighteng with the n o t
So he came down at once and welcomed him gladly. wolves, just to save the dumb sheep.

" All the people saw this and began to mutter, "He has gone to be the

guest of a sinner." But the shepherd, now thatés di

to him. He has spent his entire life caring for the flock. He was there
EEEl=-= You may remember the story of Zacchaeus. He really wanted when they were born. He has cared for,thertured them, made sure
toseeJesuput he fiwas a wee |ittle matmhewpdde ahavéef bodt | &@&ndakewnst hemo

So, he climbed up into a big tree so that he could catch a glimpse of t T]oithe hired hand, thj—:yeall look the samde.nBéJt the shepherd knows

Jesus as he passed by. The only n IS U dr. b’y
stopped. He looked up, told Zacchaeus to come dowvitethdimself each one% name. The shep%erdsrecognlzes eacth on%sablséé‘:t.

to dinner. The shepherd will give up his life without a seconit tfidugeans

This sent a shockwave through the crowd.Jgasgs$ going to hang saving his sheep. Thatos what Je
out with asinne¥ (Zacchaeus was a tax collector and had apparently What is the most appropriate way to respond to the

swindled a lot of people out of a lot of money.) unconditional | ove that Jesus gi
The crowd di dnsguswaggoingtdspend tidé with @ u rthsf"ltesamhe Ie(InOI of love to everyone we meet.

sinner. What did they think he was here for? After all, it isnot
people who need a doctor. Jesus came to seek and save those who are

l ost. They didndt get it.

Woul dndt it be awfdldniéft we Dtei ljlusdi dredtriddte iith? Wou

the nastiest bully or the biggest druggie at school came to our youth

group and wasnét made to feel welcome because he didnét belong t

If that happened, it would run counter to everything we say we stand for.

How can emake sure that all people are welcomed into our
youth group, regardless of who they are or how they live their lives?

All Scripture quotations in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, TODAY'S NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® TNIV®.200pyightt€rZational Bible Society®. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Week of August 22 , 2010

Monday | Fresh -Baked Taste
BN Exodus 16:4

4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out eacl
and gather enough for that day. In this way | will test them and thee thieg will follow my instructions.

== The Israelites had been freed from captivity in Egypt. They fled their slave masters and left the
country. They escaped into the desert and...and... And now what? Now there are 1.5 million people in the
without water or food. Some of the Israelites looked around and said that they had been better off as slaves
They said that even though they were mistreated and subjected to hard labor all day, at least they had fooc
eat.

Wel | , God h amoubof slacke Just to ketrtherd starva to death in the desert. God planned to
provide for them with more of the same sort of miracles that freed them in the first place. Not only could Mc
tap a rock with his s&@&ffh the middle of the deseaind havevater spring forth, but bread was falling from the
sky! Each morning, the Israelites could go outside their tents and collect all the food they would need for th
entire day. And the next day, more fresh bread.

God was only too happy to provide fdsthelites, and God continues to nurture us in the same way. And
aside from our nourishment, God has provided us with our family aheeierds teachers. God has given
us our homes and our clothes. God has given us our lives. Our God is ancalvesome G

How has God provided for you? As you prayliedaye to thank God for the many blessings in
your life.

Tuesday | Accusing God of Abandonment
EEEEE=- Exodus 16:19-20

19Then Moses said to them, "No one is to keep any of it until morning."

2 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of
maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them.

EEMEg=-» The Israelites had escaped Egypt and were now journeying through the deserioBupplyad

of food, but God was making fresh bread fall from the sky each morning. The people had very specific
instructions: Go out and gather as much as you need for today, and do not take any more than you need fc
today. Still, some of them ignoreceMos and tried to stockpile a few o
and it all made Moses very angry.

Moses wasnb6t necessarily angry because th
been happy about the smell of rofti;go d per meating the camp, t
either.

e peor
hat S

(@}

Moses was probably most upset because the people demonstrated a huge lack of faith in God. By gather
food that would last for days, they were saying thahéw@od intendkto abandon them.

Accusing God of a future abandonment is harsh and unfair, especially considering the countless ways in \
God has demonstrated love and faithfulness. But before we pass too much judgment on the Israelites, let
consider our owretions.

ltés pretty easy, isnbét it, to feel as though C
mi dst of personal cri si s ,Hod arepgsimgdotget thiough thid? tnstepdh it  p
should bet know ®@dis going to get me through this.

One great way to strengthen our faith is to juice up our prayer lives. The more we talk with God,
better wedl |l know God. We become even more reas
d o n deta ddilyaquiet time for prayer, make one. If you have one, add a few minutes to it.

Wednesday | Need vs. Want
TN Matthew 6:11
1 Give us today our daily bread.

EEq=-» YOoUu may recognize this line from Thathdor doés
Mount (Matthew 68B).

Wh at , exactly, is Adaily bread?0 Jesus is talki
should ask God for the things we need.

Now, therebs a needandwantWd neagventacsupentealtoweeernds del ux e
cheese, but what weedis some nourishment. We maytsome l.e.i. and Abercrombie, but whateed
is something to wear.
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Mixing umeedandwantcan put us in a bad place. It can lead us into
becoming ungratefutfo t he t hi ngs God has
that pizza, but all I have is
deserve to be thanked for the sandwich?

t h

Consider the things you pray for. Are you asking for your
needs to be met and praising Bloeln they are...or do your prayers

tend to read more like a Christmas wish list? Remember that God knowsSaturday

exactly what you need and is faithful about fulfilling those needs.

Thursday | The Most Important Thing

EEEER=- Ecclesiastes 5:10

¥ Those who love monayer have enough;
those who love wealth are never satisfied with their income.
This too is meaningless.

== - \\Vhen Solomon succeeded David as king, God told him he
would be given anything he asked for. Given that opportunity, what
would you &sfor?

Solomon could have asked for the expansion of his kingdom or the

death of his enemies. He could have asked for money or power or fame.

Instead, he asked for wisdom. He told God he wanted to be the best
leader he could be for the people. Godemasmwpressed with
Sol omonds unselfish request.
he asked for, but also wealth, honor, and success.

God

Solomon had more money than he knew what to do with. He had
worldly power. He had a couple of hundred wiveslorebiswrote
that all of his riches were meaningless.

King Solomon knew what George Strait would sing thousands of years
later:

You don't bring nothin' with you here
And you can't take nothin' back
| ain't never seen a hearse
with a luggage rack.

Wetend to measure our success in life based on how many friends we

have or the kind of clothes we wear or our talents or athletic abilities. But

in the end, none of that will matter. When we meet God, the only thing
weodl | have to
those around us. So, the most important thing in life is how we live it to
honor God.

If you were to meet God today, what would you have to
show? Spend some time in prayerful meditation, considering whether
yourpriority s pur suing worldly riches
honor and blessings.

Friday | Reaping What You Sow
EEEDE-» Galatians 6:7-8

" Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. People reap what they
sow.® Those who sow to please their sinful nature, fronatinge! !
will reap destruction; those who sow to please the Spirit, frontthe Spiri
will reap eternal life.

== - \\Vhat does it mean to reap what you sow? Well, if you plant

gi wéhre wP:i riWgwl dohdawheatl omeed an

-] € S U S t how t
be s

sosne time im prayer askingpGpa ta makeaynudawadreayshrdvhidd o e s

you may not be sowing like you should. And make whatever changes the

might be necessary.

came o teach wus

| The Den of Robbers
IESE=-> John 2:13-16

BWhen it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to
Jerusalert? In the temple courts lieund people selling cattle, sheep
and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging fh8neye made
a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple courts, both sheep
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturnec
theirtables® To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here!
Stop turning my Father's house into a market!"

[REFLECT o ANR S first | ook, one might
youth groups have fundraising dinners at churches all the time.
Congregains raise money for mission trip by having car washes in their
parking lots. Churches have fairs and clothing sales and stuff like this all
the time. Would Jesus show up at one of these events and start whipping
us? Probably not.

say

Ln€ott 0 Sp nt| Ak &f thes, stepyl. ddgee edohn temprds desus ﬁséay'ﬂﬂ
AHow dare you turn my Fatheros
21 and Mark 11 have Jesus caIIin
certainly sounds more serious.

First, it was the money chasger These wer endt sin
Jewi sh man was required t-shekplay a
which was equivalent to two day?d
the only coins in circulation at the time. Other coins from othmrscountr
while also made of precious meta

religious authorities, and therefore unacceptable as payment for the
temple tax. So, anybody who had these coins would have to exchange
them for shekels. And for this service, theyrexchangers would
charge them as much as -affddthel da
people were trapped because they were required by law to pay their tax.

Meanwhile, this was during the Passover celebration. Again, it was the

s hobJesusiasd htmonell we gdated  w BwW thag duiinghgfestival a Jewish man was required to sacrifice an

animal on the altar, as repentance for his sins. You know how, when you
go to the movie theater, they charge you $2.50 for a 16 §2 Repsi
you know darn well you could buit2of Pep8ionsale at the

grocery store for 99 cents. Of ¢
our own soda, so the have you trapped and can charge you an 5
S0 RGRE Ul Lt high BEIEE Noverpd
animals at the temple were doing.dt fhe prices were so high some
poorer people couldndét afford to

Jesus very angry.

What does Jesus teach us here? Certainly, we are not to stanc
idly by while people are being expledtguecially if we havetpower

to change it. What are some situations you can think of at school where
people are being treated unfairly or are being taken advantage of, and
what can you do about it? Talk to your youth leader about it and pray
together for guidance.

an apple seed, you get an apple tree, and you reap apples. If you plant a

tomato seed, you get a tomato plant, and you reap tomatoes. If you
plant an acorn, you get@ak tree, and you reap a lovely pair of end
tables!

In real life, if you bend the truth and deceive people, you get a
reputation as a liar and reap no friends.

In your spiritual life, you can either pursue sinful living or righteous
living. At stakis what you will eventually reap: eternal life in Heaven or
not.

All Scripture quotations in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, TODAY'S NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® TNIV®.200pyightt€rZational Bible Society®. All rights reserved worldwide.
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Monday

EEENE=-» 2 Corinthians 4:16-18, 5:7
18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being ren
day by day‘’ For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for usargketer that far outweighs

them all’® So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporar
but what is unseen is eternal.

"We live by faith, not by sight.

== - | remember when we were working sodedtihg eady to move into the new youth lounge at

our church. The room needed a good cleaning and a fresh coat of paint. One of the colors we picked wa
deep burgundy with a hint of brown. The sample room in the picture on the card we got from the paint st
looked great and we were very excited to get the paint on the walls. But when we opened the can, some
was wrong. The paint di dn 0 torahge!dAkdwhtea &\pentruthegvallpitd y

was even worse. It looked like bubbleguhn got a | ittl e panicked. Thi
work.

I dm a | ittle ashamed to admit that | someti mes
| said, AGod, what are yesunkehienkigoghgThios wios ko

You know what happened? As the paint dried, it started to look like what it was supposed to. With the
second coat, it looked perfacit like the sample room on the card. | just needed to be patient and have a
little faithm what was yet unseen.

As Christians, we know that God works to do good falt therigsit says so in Romans 8:28.

It doesnd6t mean webre going to know what God i
mean t hat wanicdbeoadse throughdteall, God is garing for us, loving us, and doing good for
us. Our God is goedl the time.

Tuesday

EEEEE=-= Fphesians 3:2021

2 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power tt
at work within ugtto him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever a
ever! Amen.

B There is a story in the Bible that youdre
day, Jesus was speaking wery large crowthe Bible says 5000 men, but if you include women and
children, the number could have been 10 or etleou@and. It came to be dinner time and everybody
realized that nobody had enough food to feed everybody. Some of theidgespdessending the people
home hungry. But Jesus had a different idea. He asked how much food they had and the answer came:
couple of fish and a few pieces of bread.

Jesus had all the people sit down. He thanked God for what had been prok&ieteAmddeeded to
feed all those in the crowd! Nobody went away hungry, and they collected twelve baskets full of leftovers

The Gospel of John tells us that the fish and bread came from a small boy. Apparenthgusaraf 20
people, he was thalg one who thought ahead to pack a lunch.

The boy couldndédt possibly have thought that wh
gave everything he had without hesitatoJsus Tha
and his work.

The next | esson is huge: Godo6s work is not sti
lunch for a single person, but placed in Godbds
insignificant, butwe n we joyfully place it in Godés hands
= Ar e you ¢giving your all to God, or are you

bother?0 or are you excited to give what you g

Wednesday

EESE=-> Hebrews 11:11-12

11 And by faith even Sarah, who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she
considered him faithful who had made the prﬂﬁwieel. so from this one man, and he as good as dead,
came descendants as humerous asatsein the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.
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EEEg-- Abr aham and Sarah werendét s oonlythingabout@esus thdy knbw. pimnonmthas cambe t lot@frpressure.
a child and then millions of descendents. But they were 90 yearsold! AntHowés your reflective surface?
even when she was younger, Sarah was barren, unabéedbildren. . o

i . . . mirror thatés smudged wu .0
ﬁ‘]t h];CIE (rj S tk’j ttbh € ybl ? : dkntr? ¢ htthh'l 2 k. IGO d Sf%f'éﬂ réﬁlecﬁn& A betth% Ea%é‘ﬂap witR Sur Ii{/eg.\/vﬁat aﬁersé)n%'
Iirr?ililgtionso would not be unable to work through their physica of the things that might be smudging you up? What are some things in

your | ife that Jesus isnbét too e
But nothing is impossible with God. As we learn from thefostary these things to you. Ask God for the courage to change them
in Genesis 123-God is capable of doing amazing things and is not the
least bit limited by our human conditions.
We, like Abraham and Sarah, often have very low Saturday
expectations of God. But our God is a God of miracles and amazing IEEEE== Ephesians 5:1517
things. It is OK and a good thingstpectthat God will do amazing '*Be very careful, then, how yowlha as unwise but as wike,
things in and with our lives. making the most of every opportunity, because the dayslére evil.

Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is.

ESEEE=-»- One time, aan was asked if he could play the violin. He
Thursday surprised his friend when he ans
5= | uke 19:10 His answer was very wise and teaches us a good lesson.

1 "
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. There are many times when we assume things are beyond our abilities

== - \\Vhen you were a child, did you ever get separated from your orweconmic e our sel ves that things wo
parents in a store? You can probably stithteen¢hat deep sense of dondt bother trying, and we miss
panic that came over you as you frantically looked this way and then that.
Did you run from aisle to aisle? Did you cry out? That feeling of being
separated from your parents was not a good one.

For example, what about inviting friends to join you at a youth group
activity? Do you just assume you
convinag your friend will just say-fay even worse, make fun of you for

Of course, now as a teenager gtiien different feeling of dread asking? Do you somehow know it w
whenever your paremt®around!

The fact is itds a little scary
But there are plenty of other ways in which we can feel lost. Maybewe ot her f act i sdshat mveBserdwepgonodu
dondt have enough friends, or t h S8cripturegvbuld havé us hohveaste thabopportu@ity. e nt , or m

good looks. And as a result of thatbmaye feel cast aside, left out,

o Think of two friends who you could invite to be a part of our
marooned on our own little island, lost.

group and write their names here:

Letds go back to the store for a moment. How did you get | ost in
first place? Something distracted gpmbably a toy or somett@rgd 1.
you lost focus on what was important: garents. In life, we can get
distracted by all kinds of things, especially the pursuit of popularity. 2.

When we allow ourselves to be focused on these kinds of things, we lose

sight of whatoés really i mport ant :Nog,@rayfosthe oppertinity tp inwiegtheem to joip is and igrthe o n e
ourseles, we have to admit that that leaves us feeling empty and even  courage to seize this opportunity. Pray for this for the next several days.
lost. Cut out your friendsé names and
=T he good news is Jesus is | Ofﬁgﬁne' rneg yfoour0 Iylo ur! © rﬁaedm%ecp%orsmr?ngm%%yn t]c ©
you to feel left out and alone. Jesus can offer you a peace and '

acceptance that nothing else in the world can. Start &day sare

t hat your |l ife is focused on Jesus, not on all the other stuff t
really matter and will only leave you feeling empty and lost.

Friday

IESE=-» Galatians 2:20

20| have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me. The life | now live in the body, | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me.

== d=-» There is a story a boy who found a broken piece of mirror,

and he carried it around with him everywhere he went. He made a game

outofreflectht sunl i ght off of it. Hedd reflect the |ight into deep, dar
places where sunlight would never be able to shine on its own. As he

grew older, he realized something important: he was not the source of

the light, but the light could only get into thoseptiarés with his help.

For Christians, this is true of our lives. Jesus is there. We are not the
source of his love and acceptance, but we can...and should...reflect it.

A |l ot of people donét go to church or youth group. A |l ot of peopg
realykow Jesus or what he dysuarathd about . For a |l ot of peopl e,
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This week, I will praise God for...
L ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L]
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Week of September5 , 2010

Monday

EENE-» Genesis 9:1215
2And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant | am making between me and you and every living creatur:
you, a covenant for all generatito comé-1 have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the
covenant between me and the e¥ltvhenever | bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the
clouds™ will remember my covenant between me and you &itbattéatures of every kind. Never again will
the waters become a flood to destroy all life.

EEg-» | N todayds passage, Noah has just gotten of
beginningalmost like a new school year.

At the beginngnof a new school year, we often set goals. We see it as an opportunity to make a fresh start.
say we are going to eat better or exercise more or get our homework done earlier. Sometimes, these goals |
last two or three days before everything gokddthe way it was. In the end, it almost seems silly because we

donét actually make a real ef fort.

But itds not a bad idea to use the beginning of
especially your spirituatidad seeif her eds anyt hing you could change
language. It may be spending more time in prayer. Maybe this year you can resolve to read a chapter of the
each day or to give a portion of your babysitting money to¢he chur

What is a goal that you can make to give your spiritual life a boost? What might be a good visual
reminder of this goal?

Tuesday
EE5E=- John 21:15-17
3When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you lowe me more tha
these?"
"Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that | love you."
Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."
8Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that | love you."
Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."
The third time haid to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?"
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all t
you know that | love you."
Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. o0

EEE=d - Peter had goofed up bad. On thet tigh Jesus was arrested and hauled off to be beaten and
crucified, Peter had denied even knowing-tlesastimes!

But as we read in todayés passage, Jesus was wi
beginning. Jesus isaout the new beginning.

When we recognize that we have done wrong, ask for forgiveness, and change our ways, Jesus is always
to give us a fresh start.

At the same time, he expects us to be just as forgiving to others. When somehodypgpedsass, Jesus
wants us to be just as merciful to them as he was to Peter.

Are you carrying a grudge or harboring bad feelings against somebody? Take some time, now, to
for that person. Ask God to soften your heart and give you the gotogasgiee that person. Not only will

you be doing what Jesus wants you to do, youol/l
Wednesday

EEESE=-> Matthew 13:44

“AThe kingdom of heaven is |ike treasuyandkthehindde
his joy went and sold all he had and bought that

== - Everyone in town thinks he or she knows the value of the field. Real estate in any particular area s
for so much an acre, and t hat Ootle sthrpkmowsanydifferéenhlde f i e
knows the plot of land is worth a lot more because of the vast treasure hidden there.

He knows that in order t o buy oHishhausefhisddnieky, anhfod | |
clothes and jewelrgh h a s . But he also knows that once he ow
has now. I'tds an i mmediate return on his investn
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Jesus says the kingdom of heaven is lie théssure for us to obtain. 4 praise him with tambourine and dancing,
Now, when we think about Heavernengtto think about the afterlife, the praise him with the strings aipk

paradise that has been promised to true believers of Jesus. But the mahpraise him with the clash of cymbals,

this story reaped an immediate reward. Does that mean that pursuing a praise him with resounding cymbals.
relationship with Jesus benefitsefisrave get to Heaven? You bet! § Let everything that has breathsgratie LORD.

When you have a relationship with Jesus, you get to experience his neveFr)ralse the LORD.

ending love for you. Jesus loves you so much that he died for you, to EEEEsi=» These are the last verses in the Book of Psalms, and what a way
pardon you from the offense of your sins, so that you can live with Godtino e nd t he c-outdalefar & fubbowr celdbratiors of @od. a |

Eeaven. ‘t]heSléS Iovei yogt right n(mliyt‘:gd e\;]erlyd%m Irc]i d t . h ta tos Wﬁhoalf)éjod éoé)s fordyzroviding for our needs, giving us comfort,
now on the days when it seems fike the whole world 1S against you. blessing us with friends and family, guiding us, protecting us, having

When you have a relationship with Jesus, there is comfort in bad timesreated us in the first pla¢god is most worthy of our hégtergy praise
Through Jesus you know God, and when you know God, you know thaa@od ador ati on. Yet, sadly, itds o
is alway working to do good things for you, even when it seems like thimgements with God each day.

couldnét be worse. Itisdt t hat we donét know how to pr

When you have a relationship with Jesus, you have peace of mind and sports teams, memorizing stats, wearing team logos, and faithfully
because you have a secure future. There is no doubt that when life on watching, and even attending the games. We rush to download the latest

Earth ends, Jesus will taketpdoe with God in Heaven. There is no music from our favorite singers, memorizgrite buy concert tickets,

doubt. There is no worry. and scream and shout as they perform.

In what other ways are you benefiting now from your And ther eds n oduhldsnogrexpressiongof adaratiom t |

relationship with Jesus? How c o tolrG@odiglackluserkg éveninonexistant. ¥ou know, the Bible sags thath

di scovered this fAtreasure?o0 God gets jealodiand rightly so. Thererisbody who deserves our praise
more than God.

Thursday For what do you have to praise God? Make a list and add to it as

EE5E=-s Matthew 13:45-46 more things become apparent. Make sure that during your prayer time you

“HAgain, the kingdom of heavenaliee pi kiesiangneGaeh.anikn | foakt ngi tfds
pearls®® When he found one of great value, he wentaway andsold thr oughout the day and whisper of
everything he had and bought ity®uéo Read Psalm 150 regularly to

- This parable is the companion to yesterdays, about the man Vc\)/ﬁgrmg praise to our awesome God.
bought a field becsaithere was a hidden treasure in it. Today, we read urda
about a man who sold everything he had to buy a valuable pearl. He kn%\% y

that the rare pearl will only increase in value. He is willing to forego all M&; Deuteronomy 15:1-2 Ahis _
riches for now to invest in something thatayibfpbig later in life. _ ~Atthe end of every seven yeatsmust cancel debtshis is how it
is to be done: Every creditor shall cancel any loan they have made to

Jesus is telling us here, like he does so many other places in the Gosgabther Israelite. They shall not require payment from anyone among their

that the treasures in Heaven are going to be so much greater than the gyn people, because the LORD's time for canceling debts has been
treasures on Earth. Moreover, he says that we are to give our all in purgiiciairad.

ofHeavenbds treasures. That could mean sacrificing some thjngs that
really fond of. == - |n the summertime, at oUr youth group meetings, we often play

Capture the Flag. We play with some alternate rules. One of them is
What are some things Jesus might want us to sacrifice? AfJubilee.o Every so often, during
Jesus might want us to sacrifice our pride. Pride keeps us from saying, € Pl ayer s who &baektoitheir ofivi sdesl 0 g et
Al ém sorry. o Prfaringdorgipeness: Rridethinders s f | MdTOICTEstament times, the Israelites had Jubilee every seven years.
when it comes to serving others. During the Jubilee, remaining loan balances were cancelled, land that had
Jesus might want us to sacrifice our popularity. Often, our pursuit of been purchased or for_eclosed on was return to the original owner, and
popul arity has us doing things tHWRogwhghadsplgigtp slaxery wassed fieg. § was apagesct of g s

counter to Godos will. national forgiveness.

Jesus might waus to sacrifice our free time. In the time thatwe spend Why do we remember FfAJubileeo wher
on Facebook or playing video games, we could be reading some Scripfue®s no fun to be stuck in fAjailo
or praying, working on our relationships with Jesus. We could be servingqayinga Jubde t hese days woul dndt wor k
somebody else. system, but that doesndét mean we
What might Jesus be asking yaagnifice today? In fact, forgiveness can be an incredible gift to somebody. Have you ever

been in a situation where you goofég/op made a mate and it ended
Friday up hurting a friend? You probably felt bad about it and apologized, but
== Psalm 150 maybe that friend didnot forgive
! praise the LORD. feeling guilty about it for a | on
Praise God in his sanctuary; Istheresoleody you can Al et out of
, praise him in his mighty heavens. who you havendt forgiven? Remembe
Praise him for his acts of power; God for the strength to help you forgive.

praise him for his surpassing greatness.
% Praise him with the sounding of thepet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,
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