This week, I will praise God for...
[ ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L ]
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Monday

EESEE-» Daniel 3:1-2, 4-6
1 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on

plain of Dura in the province of Bab$lde.then summoned the satraps, prefects, geyeuhdsers,

treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the imag

had set up.

4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, "Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are
commanded twd® As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds ©
music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar\Waseeeup.
does not fall down and worship will immediately be itima blazing furnace.”

=== |n 605 B.C. Babylon attacked and defeated Jerusalem. The Jews who were living there we
deported and brought back to Babylon where they toiled as slave laborers for King Nebuchadnezzar. Th
says this invasion and depmmathappened as punishment for the faithlessness of the Jewish people. It
would be 70 years before they would be allowed to return to the Promised Land.

Being kidnapped and enslaved wasndt theidy only
worshipped anybody but him. He erected a statue and ordered that the entire nation should bow down tc
it several times a day. Now, the Jews had no choice but to break the first commandment or face certain
in the blazing furnace.

For manyt was an easy choice. They had already been banished from the Holy Land for a lack of faith.
Lotdés of people followed Nebuchadnezzardés orde

There probably hasndét been anybody t leelpressueni ng
from time to time, to compromise our convictions. When was the last time you felt that kind of pressure?
did you do? Did you stand strong or cave in?

You can help prepare yourself for the times when your convictions and maaledvititbe
question. Setting aside a time for reading the Bible and having focused prayer every day will strengthen:
relationship with God and embolden you to stand strong on your principles.

Tuesday

EEEEE== Daniel 3:9-12

° They said to King Nebuchadmgiday the king live forevEtYour Majesty has issued a decree that
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall d
and worship the image of gbldnd that whoever does not fall downvwarship will be thrown into a

blazing furnac& But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the provincé of Babylon
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednggo pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods
nor worship thenage of gold you have set up."

=== The Jews had been taken from Jerusalem, enslaved by Nebuchadnezzar, and were being forc

under threat of death, to worship a golden ido
Most people went along withiNu c hadnez zar 6 s d e nSaadrdch, Meshach anch e r e
Abednegz/ho di dndét. They took a stand.

They were in the same situation as everybadlgredtsved in a foreign country. Most people felt betrayed
and abandoned by God, 8hadrach, Mbeach and Abednegere not about to turn their backs on God.
They knew the risks and accepted the consequences, and they took a stand.

We are often called to take a stand. Maybe it6é
May beayiitnégs isnoo t o using drugs or confronting a
have to take a stand.

There are uswually risks and consequences invol
or anger . eadsy bussometinmesd we havé tb take a stand.

Is there an area in which you feel that God is calling you to take a stand? Spend some time in
prayer about that, and perhaps discuss it with your youth group leader so the two of you can pray about
togetter.

www.DailyDevos.org



www.DailyDevos.org

Wednesday Friday
IEESE=-> Daniel 3:16-18 IEESE=-> Daniel 3:28-29
18 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, "King 2 Then Nebuchadnezzar sai&isP be to the God of Shadrach,

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his
matter.!” If the God we serve is able to deliver us, then he will deliver us servants! They trusted in him and defied the king's command and were

from the blazingifnace and from Your Majesty's HamLt even if he willing to give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except
does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve yourtheir own God?® Therefore | decree that the people of any nation or
gods or worship the image of gold you have set up." language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and

Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of

== - This is one of the most awesome statements of faith ever A .
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.

spoken! The Jewad been taken from Jerusalem and enslaved in
Babylon where King Nebuchadnezzar was forcing them to worship a  EEEEs=» KingNebuchadnemzwas impressed 8hadrach, Meshach

golden statue. Even though it meant certain death by being throwninto and Abednegoés faith. The men ha
the blazing furnacghadrach, Meshach and Abedrefgsed to and were thrown into a blazing furaageunishment. But God saved
comply. them fromthefist her e wasndét so much as ¢
Look at the passage again. They Dbebschadneazdrwesanty impressed with the mirackej batgnaybeh e r
we know for sure, our God is th&@éWerful and your statue is nothing. even more impressed with the fact that, although these men faced certai
God has the power to save us from the furnace. But you know what, death, they remained faithful to God.thiey decided to save their own
King, even if God decides not to saveeuspwld rather die than turn lives by worshipping the idol, Nebuchadnezzar would héve saiel,, |
our backs on God and worship you. knew your God was worthless! o Hi

What a great |l esson from these fhgplpe,[n%df ul men of God! They didnot
how this was going to turn out, but it seemed likely they were goingto  Our faith or lack of faithcan influence other people, too. When we

die in the furnace. Still, their loyalty to Gsdwore important to them remain faithful to God by staying true to our convictions and moral

than life itself. standards, especially when facedyvatit opposition or difficulties, it
ltds easy to remain faithful t o sédshmessagetogedple:Tlyssperson fendsdisar negreligian| |

the situation gets tough that our faith can start to get shaky. meaningful. But if we quickly bail on our beliefs and easily compromise

our values, that sends a message, too: All that church stuff is worthless.

Real faith is knowing that, whatever the circumstances seem . .
Our fithfulness can be our loudest witness.

to sayGod is always the sure bet. How would your life be different if you

had more faith in God? How can you go about making your faith What belief or conviction do you find challenging to uphold?
stronger? Be in prayer about that. Also, consider setting up a support network with

your youth leader or a close friend. Talk about your challenges and ways
you @n encourage one another and hold each other accountable.

Thursday

EEESE-> Daniel 3:26-27 Saturday

% Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace EEZEE= Hebrews 11:1

and shouted, "Shaah, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most ! Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do

High God, come out! Come here!" not see.

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of fizméirthe EEEE~> This week, we have been talking abou ésigiecially the
satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. 5 vesome faith demonstrate@bgdrach, Meshach and Abedaggo
They saw that the fire had not teatitineir bodies, nor was a hair of they risked death and stood uNébuchadnezz@Daniel 3) In their

their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no story, we have learned a few things:
smell of fire on them.

) 1. Living in faith isndt easy. T
== Shadrach, Meshach and Abednag®een thrown into the convictions and consequences for takifgand. We probab
blazing furnace by KiNgbuchadnezzar for refusing to betray God by a blazm? furnace, but more likely ridicule, exclusion, and even anger.
wrshipping the kingds idol. The says the king was so angr.y
the furnace stoked to seven times its regular heat. It was so hot thatthe 2 - H a ving faith doesnS$hadrachequi re
men throwing them in were instantly burned up. But God pto&sated Meshach and Abednego d n 6t  know i f God woul
They were not harmed by the firealcft , t he passage soh“)Qtstchﬁde' d ndjtyg pSettop them. Life s
even smell smoky! fact, sometimes, the only thi

. . . power and undying love for us.
What a miracle! But it never would have happened had it not been for

the faith of these three men. They could have taken the easy way out. 3. Our faithfulness to God can influence others. People will judge

They could have abandoned their [BedietsGodl and bowed tthe whether having a retatship with God is worthwhile based on how we
idol. But G&atusid taketbeteasy waly out. Domgsm demonstrate our own opinion of its worth.

would have prevented God from performing this awesome display of Memorize todayds verse. Does
power. things you hope for from God? How sure of those things are you? How
Have you ever backed down and taken the easy way out? ~ Ca&n you strengthen your faith?

We 61 | never know how GQGloodghgoary have been able to work

faithfulness. If you could go back and redo it, what would you do
differently? Pray for the wisdom and the strength to remain faithful
should a similar situation come up in the future.
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This week, I will praise God for...
L ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L]
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Monday
5= Psalm 150
! Praise the LORD.
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens.
2 Praise him for his acts of power;
praise him for his surpassing greatness.
3 Praiséhim with the sounding of the trumpet,
praise him with the harp and lyre,
4 praise him with timbrel and dancing,
praise him with the strings and pipe,
5 praise him with the clash of cymbals,
praise him with resounding cymba
5 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD.
Praise the LORD.

- Have you ever had somebody come up to you
it? But have you ever had somebody go on and on and on, telling wesdrae you are, to the point

where it got embarrassing? |Itds nice for peopl
because, after all, nobody dese¢hatsnuc h pr ai se. Nobodydés perfect.

Well, OK, God is perfect. God deservesfglaise. In fact, it would be impossible to go overboard
praising God.

Come to think of it i f | were being honest, |
praising God during prayer tlidme.ndtansftirmesdasky go
God to help other people, too. But | think | ¢

There is so much to praise God about: the beauty of creation, being surrounded by good frien
having a God that &s/us unconditionally.

Make an ongoing list of things to praise Geahtbthen do it.

Tuesday

EEESE=-> 1 Corinthians 10:13

13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to us all. And God is faithful; he will not let y
temptedbeyond whatoy can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you c
endure it.

EEEg-»- Dondt you just |l ove the classic cartoon sc
and a little devil sitting on the other? Each isttyéngvince the persar duck or sponge or whatever

make a decision, either good or bad. Usually the little devil wins out. He always seems to be more convil
with his arguments and his ideas sound like more fun. Of course, the bad ddeistyneadns trouble,

but those cartoon characters just never learn, do they?

ltods real i fe, t oo. We often have decisions t
somehow, t h-coeldbs the voiceof our bestéremd s omebody weéthae t r )
tells us to lighten up and live a little. The voice tries to convince us that our values are out of style, that
everybodyds doing it, that wedll never gret cau
become convinced that making the wrong choice

ltés called temptation, and webre faced with i
first comes into play on page 3, when the serpent is tgongitwe Eve to eat the fruit.

But the Bible also says that God has promised
will always provide us with a way out.

0w The next time youbre feel i ng totstantfirm and make r ay

the right decision, even if you just pray over
evil .o
Wednesday

IESE=-> James 5:13-16

131s anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let themo$iprpEsltis
anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with ©
the name of the Lord.And the prayer offered in faith will make them well; the Lord will raise them up. If
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they have sinnethey will be forgivet?. Therefore confess your sins to EEEE-»- Samuel was fous with the Israelites. God had always been
each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayaithful to them, freeing them from captivity in Egypt, leading them

of a righteous person is powerful and effective. through the desert and into the Promised Land, and securing numerous
victories for them on the battlefield. All along the way, the pemple wer

In the movieBruce Almighthere is a scene where Bruce, ngrateful. They forged a golden calf idol, complained about the food, anc

played by JitBarey, is praying to God, played by Morgan Freeman. Bruc ~ .
says, fLord, feed t hle ohfunmarnyk.i nAdn.di‘F%trllt\ignr?% %%eda?cse (;tgo' tar\f U(Ij nfetst s. And T
looksaGod and asks, fAHow wafgoutvdantat ? gathgningn cp "}5' gre){og' 0 ﬁ‘sé e'éhae? ot state.

to be Miss America. Now, come on. What do yoyreat ar e a b o u ltWas like a slap in the face for all Godibad for them and Samuel

Someti mes when we pray, we forg Eitilvetryt - SRI Qeﬁlert tgemth%VF ik tie”H”I% thetm(powtwhcléed 36‘?1 e
created us, the One who knows us better than we know ourselves, the aithiess they were.
One who loved us before we were even born. We tend to have generic, But, he said, even though you have turned away from God, | will

distant conversations with Gatisave our personal exchanges for continue to pray for you, because, if | were to stop praying for you, |
friends and family members. would be sinning.
The Bible tells us that God wants todlledrout us. God wants to hear That s a pretty powerful stateme

about our good times and bad times, our fears and needs, our joys and praying for people who have made us-ahgmgre are people who we
celebrations, our challenges, our setbacksyawidtories. God wants to  consider unworthy of our praysars are in the wrong. Jesus echoed the
hear from us like a close friend. same sentimentin Mathew/bs4 : fLove your enemie
who persecute you.0 |Itds easy to

Meanwhile, God listens to us like a close friend, too. The Bible tells us : .
thoughts and actions, but we have been called to a higher standard.

that God hears our prayers, answers our prayers, and works to do good
for us in all things. - | i st three people who you sh

Try to make your yfers a more personal conversation with ~ CurentlyBegin today including them in your daily prayers.

God. And be sure to find some quiet time for prayer so you can listen for

God to speak to you. Saturday
IEE5E=> Psalm 32:1-5
Thursday ! Blessed are those
EEEE=- Matthew 6:6 whose transgressions are forgiven,

6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your _ Whose sins are covered.

2
Father, who is unseen. lyeur Father, who sees what is done in secret, Blessed are those _
will reward you. whose sin the LORD does not count against them

, ) . and in whose spirit is no deceit.
[Ei=-» When Jesus is saying this, he\@/r%nltké?)tlsi\‘ehtng about some peopl e wh

ng up and pr ayinﬁ&%onés'ﬂvasfecﬁa@vﬁyt of everybody. They
qcelltattentibrotes € 1 G 0 diproudhnG §réafing allRidydodgl N9t

he witnesses standi

actually praying to

them§elves: fioh, Iogk at me, |1 0m Sygdyan@night €2t person because | p
Arenét | wonderful ?20 your hand was heavy on me;

Jesus says God isndt i mpressed wi mnstrangihavassappedayer is al | about ho
God, not about honoring ourselves. So, he says, go into your reom, into _ @S in the heat gummer.

quiet, private place, to pray. Then | acknowledged my sin to you

. . . and did not cover up my iniquity.
There is another good reason to seek out a quiet place for your praying: | <-4 | will confess
G

thereds a better chance youdl | hean’iytraﬁﬁ ssiﬁr%ﬁa%glioﬁlg."ba(:k'

In the Bible, there are a few ti mAglyowforgave Godo6s voice booms out o
sky-but only a fewMuch of the rest of the time, God speaks very quietly. the guilt of my sin.
Samuel was dosing in bed when he heard God calling to him. God spo
Solomon in a dream. And Elijah heard the voice of God only as a gentle
whisper.

Want to try an experiment? Thehextme youdr e i n
grocery store with your folks, go straight to the baked good aisle and pick
up a ten pound bad of flour. Then, carry it through the store as you do
Many of us say that we never hear Godjtedkirs-we never feel as the rest of the shopping. Dono6t r

though we get direction from GodqyoRuf ok g¥ kel o BiofWligh ulshet d whiema N

will say that we never stop to listen for God, either. With all the

. . ) . . itdéll get heavy. Then, itoéll get
Q|stract|ons of friends and family and music and TV and homeworkandd wn. And when you do, itoll feel
instant messages, hovan we really expect to ear God i we” donot make
an effort to listen. That s the same sort of thing Da

— b h ist ol dav? If K we sin, wetart to carry around a burden. It might be guilt or shame. Or
E=E=Me=-» Do you have a quiet place to pray everyday? If not, see onemay be weove had an argument with

.OUt' Starting today_, as part of your daily_ prayer time_, take a few moment&grudge. It takes a lot of energy to carry around these burdens. At first it

in the sil ence t patiehtiars tvatmpor therLords o dooose 04 € €5 e eBn‘? | i ke tveeardus dowrd e a | but

Give it a try for several days. '
Confession, David says, is like putting down that big bag of flour. It really

Friday feels good to let go of these burdens and allow God to heal us and comfo
EEEER—> 1 Samuel 12:23 us.
2 As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the LORD by In your prayer time today, confess your sins and lay down

failing to pray for you. And | will teach you the way that is good and rightyour burdens.

All Scripture quotations in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, TODAY'S NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® TNIV®.200pyightt€rZational Bible Society®. All rights reserved worldwide.
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This week, I will praise God for...
L ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L]
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Monday | Rejoice Always?
EEENE-» Philippians 4:4-7

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. | will say it again: R&jateur gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is
near.® Do not be anxious about anything, but in every sjtbstirayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to Golind the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:1618
16 Rejoice alway¥,pray continugl 8 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God's will for you in Christ
Jesus.

Romans 8:28
2 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called acc
to his purpose.

B Do you knoeo whedndi? eljtoimeans to be glad abo

Il's it possible to rejoice always? I|Is it possibl
that joyful. Some circumstances are extremely sad or velpdrustrat

Can God use diversity or painful situations to bring about good? What examples can you think of? What &
can going through a bad time have on your faith in God?

From where do we get comfort in difficult times? Read Philipgiagsii6tells us not to fret or fear
because through prayéa, pwaceanhatpi snso Ghdbeug
describe it.

We may not always understand what God has in mind for a particular situation, but we do know, from rea
Romans, that God works for good for us in all things.

=1 Thessalonians 4:17 says, fAPray continuall
sentence prayers throughout the day: fAlveear God,
decision. 0 AGive me patience, oh God. 6 AThank vy

Pray continually and begin to experience the peace of God.

Tuesday | Two Very Different Men
EEENE-> | uke 18:9-14

® To some who were confident of their own righteousness andolwoken everyone else, Jesus told this
parable!®"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a taX'ddikector.
Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: 'God, | thank you that | am not like ofhehbeop|evildoers,
adultererd or even like this tax collectdt fast twice a week and give a tenth of all | get."

13"But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast an
said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.'

) tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."

- Jesusd parable includes t awmanwhwaswellischdoledoa,n t
and very conscious about keeping, the Law of Moses. Pharisees were often considered by their fellow citiz
be noble and righteous. Tax collectors, on the other hand were considered to be traitors. They were Jews \
weee working for the occupying Roman government. Many had a reputation for cheating their fellow citizen:
collecting more money than was due and pocketing it.

As you read the story, what words would you use to describe the Pharisee? How abltedttr@ tax co

The tax collector seems to feel wunworthy appear
person from coming close to God? What would you say to a person who feels unworthy to talk to God?

The Pharisee seems to be veryffhihtself. What does Jesus have to say about this attitude?

Consider your attitude toward others. Are you more like the Pharisee or the tax collector? Remen
that all that you are and all that you have are gifts from God. Always be thankfgifter &émekpray that
God will help you to always remain humble.

www.DailyDevos.org



www.Daily

Wednesday | Atwo
EEEE-» 1 Kings 19:9b-13
And the word of the LORD came to him: "What are you doing here,
Elijah?"
He replied, "I have been very zealous for the LORDT &by .
The Israelites have rejected your

-Way Street

covenant, torn down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the

sword. | am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too."
1 The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain is¢heere
of the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by."
Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and

shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind.W

After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD wasenot in th

earthquakée? After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in

the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whidphen Elijah heard it,
he pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth
the cave.

Then a voicsaid to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"

=== Prayer is supposed to be awway stre€ta conversation.
We should absolutely talk to God, but we should also be sure to listen
God.

Devos.org

Keep your list going, and take it every day into a quiet place
and be faithful in prayer.

Friday | God is In Charge

EENE- Matthew 26:36-42

%8 Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane,
and he said to them, "Sit here while | go over there and*ptég.took
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be
sorrowful and troubled Then he said to them, "My soul is
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death.eSeagrtd keep
atch with me."

%% Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed,
"My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as |
will, but as you will."

“0Then he returned to his disciples amtifthem sleeping.
"Couldn't you men keep watch with me for one hour?" he aské&d Peter.
"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is
willing, but the flesh is weak."

“2He went away a second time and prayed, "My Fathenadt
fobossible for this cup to be taken away unless | drink it, may your will be

done."

of

Have you ever heard God speak? Where were you? What did God say mEgEsi== In this passage, Jesus is praying just before he is arrested

to you?

We can often
booming out of the sky.

mi ss the voice of

Elijah had a lot on his mind and desperately wanted to hear the voice of HO W wo ul d

God.
it?

Where did EIlijah hear it?

Life has so much noise and so many distractions: music, the TV, the
computer, your siblings, your parents, the telephone, the dog...how
would we ever hear a gentle whisper in all of that?

Create a quiet, private place to pray. Read some Sceipture, t

God whatdés on your mind, and wa
gentl e whisper. Give God plenty
Thursday | Making a Prayer List

EEESE=-» Ephesians 6:1820

18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds ofgordyers
requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all
the Lord's peopl¥.Pray also for me, that whenever | speak, words may
be given me so that | will fearlessly make known the mystery of the
gospel?® for which | am an ambassaidochains. Pray that | may
declare it fearlessly, as | should.

Romans 12:12
12Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

1 Samuel 12:23a
2 As for me, far be it from me that | should sin against the LORD by
failing to pray for you.

EEg-» \Wh at kinds of things do you
toend up beingalistofrequéstsyr er yt hi ng from fp
wel | on this testo to fiplease Kk

bad. God likes to hear about the thingsthain our minds. But God
al so wants to hear some praise
wants us to pray for the concerns and needs of others, too.

ltdéds helpful to keep a personal
you? Make a list and bartkful. What have you seen that has been truly

amazing? Make a list and praise God. What sins do you need to confessEE=> G 0 d
Make a list and take it to God. Who are some people you could pray for?Y € t.

This could be a long list: parents, teachers, church leadens)give
officials, even complete strangers.

and |l ed away to be crucified. Th

cwffgring apd.deagh, He geao; kpow {f ipwould,bg possiplg tg gkip ally

that, but quickly acknowledges that God is in charge. ¢

you describe Jesusd en
DEXPHESEhNhR PREHEBENARBEWI ReCRES Wh
butasyouwilo ? How should we model thi
- Someti mes, we might be wunhap

wrestle with God over a situation. We need to remember that God is in
charge, but we should never forget that God is loving and just and
compassiate and faithful, and that God knows better than we do.

Saturay ' |'Rlght Afswel Rfght irhé €nce for
&;ILIIZgigh'JS@%)nOt “Jsrg P

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways," declares the LORD.

9"As the heavens are higher tharetiréh, so are yways higher than
your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.

Jeremiah 29:11-14a

1 For | know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, "plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and ¥ future.
Then you will call on medacome and pray to me, and | will listen to
you.® You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your
heart.*1 will be found by you," declares the LORD, "and will bring you
back from captivity.

Psalm 46:10
104ge still, and know that | amdGo

I will be exalted among the nations,
p r laviji befexpltedintheeath." easy for our pray
BEewi-= DB 8L Pi MeedBr seem Ilike God d
BoRsible that welafe @omdtitnesY@ilty bf HidaVudd shBuld BrisRet € S

our prayers...and then, wher don ot hg et the re SCL;J

a th& GAd AR igbfed B 1 onal fithank you.o

Part of being a faithful follower is trusting that God will make the right

dBcisiBrY if the righk t#nk, for ehch sithahdd.t ways has Go

has thr eeNotr esp
something bett

|
e

generally
0 fANo, I have
your prayers recently?

All Scripture quotations in this publication are from the HOLY BIBLE, TODAY'S NEW INTERNATIONMWI®ERFIPINBL © 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society®. All rights reserved worldwide.



This week, I will praise God for...
L ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L]
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Monday

SNl Matthew 12:33-37
33"Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is
recognized by its fruit.You brood of vipers, how can you who are evil say anyttithEagamut of the
overflow of the heart the mouth spédkaood people bring good things out of the good stored up in them,
and evil people bring evil things out of the evil stored up itf ienh tell you that people will have to give
account on thday of judgment for every empty word they have sPélarby your words you will be
acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned."

E=EEsl=-» You can tell a lot about people by the bumper stickers they have on their cars. You can tell if a pe
has agood sense of humor, prefers vacationing at the beach, likes to debate politics, is concerned about th
environment, or perhaps has a nasty 8taebkl by what the cards bumper s

In a similar way, people can tell a lot about us by what \lesses says the words we speak reflect what is in
our hearts. If we are holding a grudge or are jéafaus are harboring anger or hatred in our Béartsd s
going to show in the way we speak to others. We might put people dowriehegpehadiwve migt even
bite our best friendbdés head off, even though we

When we clear out all that junk, we can allow compassion and forgiveness and love to take its place, and
can start speaking the enegurg and uplifting language that Jesus would have us speak.

Reflect for a few minutes on what is in your heart and how it affects how you speak to others. Wh
kind of junk are you allowing to clutter up your heart? Spend some time in prayédraanohgive God. Ask
God to fill your heart, instead, with compassion, forgiveness, and love.

Tuesday
EEEEl=-» Galatians 5:16-26

1850 | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinfulFattine.sinful nature
desires hat is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict v
each other, so that you are not to do whageuewant.

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity ametryiébiaetatry and
witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensiofsafactnmg;
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. | warn you, as | did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the
kingdom of Go

22 Byt the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, f&fipnitiessss and
selfcontrol. Against such things there is nd{aose who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful
nature with its passis and desire¥.Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with thé&Spiriis not
become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

g This passage tells us that the sinful nature and the Spirit of God are in conflict withvéhaah other.
do you think, does that mean? Does the Scripture seem to allow any room for compromise? The Apostle P
wrote this passage. What, do you think, would Paul say about a person who calls himself a Christian but of
partakes in the acts of the sinatlre?

We know that Jesus died so that our sins could be forgiven. But this passage tells us to avoid the things tl
woul d have us needing forgiveness in the first

Memorize verses 22 and 23 cWaf these fruits are in full bloom in your life? Which ones still need
to ripen? How can you work on those in the coming week?

Wednesday
EEENE=-» John 15:1-10

1" am the true vine, and my Father is the garderercuts off every branch in me that eafsuit,
while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even mcr¥druitfiel already clean
because of the word | have spoken to*y@emain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by
itself; it must remain the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

5" am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart frc
me you can do nothirfdf you do not remain in me, you are like a britwat is thrown away and withers;
such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and bifrped.remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done f8fysiis to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples.

9"As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain in‘hifyylonéeep my commands, you
will remain in my love, just as | have kept my Father's commands and remain in his love.
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=== Orchard wners often prune the fruit trees. They cut off the 9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse
useless branches. The trees had been expending energy on the uselesshuman beings, who have been made in God's liKkRessf the same
branches, but now that they are gone, more energy can be used for the mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not
growingoffritt he treesd real purpose. be.!! Can both fresh water and salt wéter from the same sprig?

As Christians, ounpose is to grow fruit, too (as defined in My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear
yesterdaydéds devo). Jesus says th QQF?N&l@%cag%sfaltssprlggrpfoduge\;rgsp\gyate[j ranch tha

no fruit. If God were pruning you, what would get cut off? In other EE=s=-» Do you remember a time when somebody said something that
words, what gets in the way of your living your life as a full tdllower made you feel really great? How abméthing that made you feel
Jesus Christ? awful? Did you ever say something that made somebody else feel awful

; ; : . . [ ?
Find a quiet, private place to meditate on that question. Ask How did you feel about that:

God to reveal to you anything that is keeping you from being a faithful We wield a lot of power with our little tongues. The Bible compares
follower and needs to be cut out. them to the little things that steer ships and startffogest

Reread verses 9 and 10. What lesson do these verses have for our
everyday conversations?

Thursday
EENE-» Ephesians 4:2532

% Therefore each of you must off falsehood and speak truthfully to
your neighbor, for we are all members of one?btiyyour anger do
not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still&agg do
not give the devil a foothdftiThose who have been stealing steat
no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, Saturday

Carefully consider the words you are about to use before you
speak. Remember that Jesus would have us speak to others as though
we were speaking to him.

that they may have something to share with those in need. ICERE=-> Proverbs 6:16-19

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only ~ *® There are six things the LORD hates,
what is helpful for building others up acgaaliheir needs, that it may seven that are detestable to him:
benefit those who listéhAnd do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with "haughty eyes,
whom you were sealed for the day of redenii@et.rid of all a lying tongue,
bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form hands that shed innocent blood,
of malice® Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each ‘®a heart that devises wicked schemes,
other, just as in Christ God forgave you. feet that are quick to rush into evil,

19 3 false witness who pours out lies
and a person who stirs up dissension in the community.

1 John 2:15-17
5 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If you love the
world, love for the Faris not in you® For everything in the warld
Anger itself is not a sin, but we can be drawn into sin if we handle our the cravings of sinful people, the lust of their eyes and their boasting
anger poorly. Are you good at dealing with anger? about what they have anddomes not from the Father but from the
17 ; ; ;
Did you know that copying a friJﬁ%g%iﬁ%dW@5$?%%W$%%%WWW%@HW$We.

have it paty diodnét, itos stolen.?® orever.

S This passage could almost be used as a checklist for Christian
living.

Do you speak truthfully? When do you find it difficult to do so? Are
there ag falsehoods that you should clear up?

=== The Bible tells us not to get mixed up in the things that would
cause us to stumble in our walks with God. Some of the things mentione
here include bragging, lying, being conceited, and seeking revenge.

Reread verses 31 and 32. Are you holding on to any anger or Society offers upepty of other stumbling blocks, too. What are some
bitterness? Are you openly cosipaate and forgiving? that you can think of? What stumbling blocks have you struggled with in
the past? Which ones are an issue for you right now?

What about verse 29? If you were giving yourself a letter grade on how
well you did with that in the past week, what would it be?

Pray about the answers to these questions. Ask God to

continue to bless you with str en gEm-einprajen cnfesd hewtisis thatyeurmeght Bedsturfbling in d o

and for more strength for the areas that need improving. your walk with @oAsk for clear guidance and the strength to avoid
these temptations. It might also be helpful to find a youth leader, pastor,
or Sunday school teacher who you can talk to and pray about these

Friday things together.

EEESE=> James 3:312

® When we put bifato the mouths of horses to make them obey us,
we can turn the whole anirfi@r take ships as an example. Although
they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a
very small rudder wherever the pilot wants ¥d_g@wise, thengue
is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a
great forest is set on fire by a small spatie tongue also is a fire, a
world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole person,
sets the whole course né® life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell.

" All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being
tamed and have been tamed by human b&mgs)o one can tame
the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.
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