Week of June 20, 2010

PRAYER JOURNAL

This week, I will praise God for...
[ ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L ]
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Monday

EEENE-» Romans 13:89
8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others
fulfilled the law. The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery,” "You shalengt‘ou shall not

steal," "You shall not covet," and whatever other command there may be, are summed up in this one comr
"Love your neighbor as yourself."

=== Have you ever borrowed money from somebody? Maybe you forgot your lunch money one day ¢
needed a friend to spot you a couple bucks. You

When you borrow money, you make a promise to pay it back. Did you ever forget to bring in the extra mo
the next day to pay back your friend? You feel bad about it, becaase,way , youdve br oke
you canodét help but wondering if your friend is
not pay you back, you know how you can feel used or taken for granted. You want to getotlaat stednt pai
as possible so there are no hard feelings.

Paul reminds wus in this passage that we arenodt
result from unpaid debts. And he r-lkeni nds us t ha
But then Paul says something else thatés very i

we owe it to other peoppecare for them, to help them, and to make their lives better. Have you ever thought
of it that way before?

e We shoul dndédt approach | oving others as some
people. Instead, we should act like we owe everybody a thousand dollars and we forgot to bring it in. We sl
care for others because we feel like wehewelig time.

Tuesday
EEEEE=-> James 3:1317
BWwho is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by deeds done in the
humility that comes from wisdt/But if you harbor bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not
boast about it or deny the trufhSuch "wisdom" does not come down from heaven but is earthly, unspiritual,
demonic!® For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.
17 But the wisdom that comes ftaaven is first of all pure; then pdauimg, considerate, submissive, full
of mercy and good fruit, impartial and sincere.

=== This passage is all about the difference between how society wants us to live and how God wan
to live.

Societysayd,L ook out for number one. 0 Society says WwWe
generally means we have to prop ourselves up by pushing other people down. This scenario plays itself oL
the time on all the TV reality shows. The contdstaat® scheme and conspire and lie and backstab to make

themselves | ook better than everybody el se. I to
cost to anybody else.

Is it possible we do the same thing in an effort tehaésfwith popular people?

Society motivates us by envy.. The popular kids have the nicestatéothesoolest people, aedm to
have more fun and better | ives. And we want tha

Soci etyobds wisdom taolsy,so bragabdutmurdelees soave ook gobde td geboyrsejves
ahead no matter what, even if it means lying to people.

But Goddéds wisdom tells us to be motivated by me
and harmony, truth apdrity in all things.

Spend some time reflecting on how you might be jealous or might béhleustbogget yourself
ahead. The, pray for Goddéds wisdom to take over those

Wednesday
EEETE—-> Matthew 6:1-4

1 "Be careful not to dowmacts of righteousness' in front of others, to be seen by them. If you do, you will
have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2350 when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagog
and on the stets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their rewaRLinfhen
you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand Eodibiaigyour giving may be
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in secret. Then your Father, who skasi&done in secret, will reward
you.

== Remember on Monday, we talked about caring for others
because we owe it to them? Our motivation in loving our neighbors
should be that Jesus commanded us to, and that by keeping His
commands, we honor God. Cafivation should be honoring God, not
making ourselves look good.

| live on a rural road. Last winter on several occasions, when the snow
pl ow came by, it completely wipe
Because of our differing work schedules,dlwags able to get out
there to survey the damage befor
before he got home from work. He never knew who did it.

It was really cool to have the opportunity to share the love of God this

way. It feelsgoodtomakesebody 6s | i fe easier.
somebody happy. I wasnét doing i
hedéd owe me a favor. I n fact, |
going to sound weird, butitit was

He actually caught me the last time (which is why | can write about

anymore, but | want you to give that money to a homeless shelter
instead?0d What i f God sai d, fil
nights anymore, | want you to volunteer at a soup kitchent e ad ? 0

d

Think about your favorite junk food, your favorite hobby, your favorite
pastime, and your favorite place to go. What if God asked you to give it
al | up so youdd have more time a
woul d be hawhdtdo ymothink you éould do? Would you
argue with God? Would you try to make a bargain? Would you ignore

g,odgoumpleterwg mail box and my neighbor
Jesus once had a conversation with a rich man who asked how he coul
get imteHeavens Jesud tddchimhossell everltining hel lyagizethel b o x e
money to the poor. The man went
part with his material possessions. He chose worldly wealth over eternal

Iifert feels good to make

tl tf oirs nréetc otghna tt i ®ond. d o ensansntd t w adnoti nu
i oudtimé and moaé&gyheingrspent dispmpokionately om vworldly avealthm
ahdnsthatushendtdadtoknGwd&wbokidnd
some adjustments.

this). He said that the previous time the mailbox had been knocked dowri=m=-s Are you devoted enough to God to ask if there are any

he and his wife and son were all in bed with the flu for a week. He was
dreading having to go out in the toffix the mailbox. He said he
coul dnét believe it when he
post!

| ook

Start looking for some ways that you can help others through

adjustments you should be making? Are you willingttee leeewer?

he mail box was back

Sdturday and t
EEESE=- John 16:33
33| have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In

random acts of kindness. Pray that you will recognize these opportunitieghis world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the

as theypresent themselves.

Thursday
EEEE-> Hebrews 13:5
5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what
you have, because God has said,
"Never will | leave you;
never will | forsake you."

- Ther eds an ol d dDayyi mga:ppﬁMcerse%

sayi ng i s rcédnbuy happiness. YoM can leuy all kinds of
things thatdéll make you happy: n
car . Al of these things can mak

happiness is only tenargr The shoes will go out of style, the baseball
game will end, the DVD will get boring after the tenth time you watch it,
and even the car will get old and broken down.

Instead of pursuing happiness, pursue contentment. Being content
basically meansihg satisfied with what you have. And being satisfied is
a good feeling. ltds a secure fe

So how do you find
acknowl edging that
and appreciatingh e t hi ngs God has given
the things God has given you to
God will always provide you with the things you need.

Read Matthew 6:38 and Matthew 72L. Reflect on these
words, angbray, asking God to help you to find true contentment.

contentment ?
everything yo

Friday
IESE—-> Matthew 16:24-26

2 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "Whoever wants to be my disciple
must deny themselves and take up their cross and foffoRome.
whoever wants to save theindielose it, but whoever loses their life
for me will find it® What good will it be for you to gain the whole world,
yet forfeit your soul? Or what can you give in exchange for your soul?

=== \What if you asked God what to do with your time, money,
andl i f e? What i f God sai d, il

Ve b P §

donot

world."
Proverbs 19:23
22The fear of the LORD leads to life;
then oneests content, untouched by trouble.

== - \\hen | come home from our weglg mission trip to

Appal achia each summer, Il dm beat
95-degree heat, showering outside with only cold water, and sleeping on
the floor. lwanttwoithn gs: a | ong, hot showe:i
n my own r%%nfortable bed. In other words, Hvaeed-to rest,

é/lax, and recover.

eRor me,fcaming homédadtes i rarld misston tepkisesymbalic oharrilaing
& Heaven aftér ayp Ipeyon EaBhuis ddfieteene ead Ise roudh.eTheteh i n
are disappointments. There is jealousy, greed, and deception. There is

insecurity, loneliness, and fear. There is sickness and grief.

We make it through, though, because God helps us everyday. And just
like I look forwdrto that long, hot shower during the mission trip, | am
spending this lifetime looking forward to and working toward my eternal
ifé im Hhegven, where there will be no disease and no dying, no sadness
andno erying, pogbackstaiping, an np hymjliatigankiglbg joy | ¢ 4
8nd ane,\})%acei agd p%rfecaoln,fuqlty atnq, c8rp'ﬁn e(ptd. .foreYeE. 6 s
|_§aGBHB§ BPwWmt SeUfFBr
BeBking theXin§dénaic? 9 t o others. [1tos

al
k n

want you to buy video games



Week of June 27, 2010

PRAYER JOURNAL
This week, I will praise God for...

. Monday
IEEEE=-> | eviticus 19:9-10

* 9 iWhen you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the

® gleanings of your harvé&Do not go over your vineyard a second time or pick up thehgraipesst
® fallen. Leave them for the poor and the foreigner. | am the LORD gour God.
. g Jesus said that the secgnelatest commandment ofsdlcond only to loving God with all you
. got-was to love your neighbor as yourself. Many of his parablesr aedobtihgs were about this. But this
. was not a new commandment. Godb6és expectation t
I V.\"" ask God for... around us has been there since the beginning.
- Todayds reading is fr om \ariing mydwepamaghnasedvarsidn ofithe L €
Bi ble, when | came to this passage, Il 6d probab
. wondét kill you to share some of it with some p
= This is what it means to loveryoun ei ghbor . Wedve all been bl esse
. have more than we need. So the question is: how are we using our abundance? Are we using it to the b
. of others, or are we hogging it all to ourselves?
I will thank God for... What are some thindgsat you have plenty of that you could use to the benefit of others?
L ]
. Tuesday

EESE=-> Matthew 5:43-47

**Hyou have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate youf Bogirig!l you, love your

. enemies and pray for those who persecut® frmtyou may be children of your Father in heaven. He

. causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the*@itijghteous.
love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors oaiittyat?

greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?

EEg-» \Wh at , does Jesus say, sets Christians apar
wi t h, and care for whosdowétdon&e ksow and tho

Each of us would carry a heavy bag of groceries out to the car for our own grandmother. But what abot
random old lady at the grocery store? Or, better yet, what abaatythld lady at the grocery store, who

. glaresatyowjst b ec aus e -pverypddy knoves teénagera aregnething but trandbiehat
. are you doing wearing those ripped pants in public? How do you love your neighbor when your neighbor
: you a bad attitude like that for no reason? Jesus saysev@t her | i ke sheds our
we dondt, then weobrehrista@al |y no di fferent than
Iv.wllprayforothers... What Jesus is asking us to do isndt the easi es
own love for us in this: Whiewwer e sti |l | sinner s, Chri st di ed
- Jesus made foreverybeel)y en hi s enemies, asking us to serve
8 us seems small in comparison.
. == \Wh o are some peopylocu who sweoruded ntohte e p(eMay b e
° maybe they dondét I|ike you.) Pray for these peo
i Wednesday
© 2009 by Neal Bowes. Permission is granted EESE=-= Colossians 4:56
to any Christian religious institution to download, 5 L . . . .
photocopy, and distribute these daily devotions Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the mostagframity® Let your conversation be

to teenagers in its community. This material

is not for sale and may not appear in any
ial publication without writtes ~ . N N

e EEEa=->f Acti ons speak |l ouder than words.o AAlIIl ta

is.o And, e v eanchildrén, 18t asmat lov& wifh 8vords BrRoague but with actions and in

always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.

Please do what you can to inform other youth

ministry leaders about this free resource. truth.o
Updat ted on Frid ings at N . . . L . A
wmﬁii?,{ée‘b?,io,;" s I t 6 s takingebotitloarti ng your nei gdoitgit You coslatélltevergbody ehatf e c |

u
it caschabioms: ko i peiialion ars youdbre very concerned abumeverdaahyehingaboutrit, waat gbodhisdhate |

from the HOLY BIBLE, TODAY'S NEW But
INTERNATIONAL VERSION® TNIV®. Copyright

e ff;?,ltsfggjﬂdlwgﬁﬁgga‘ SieROCSe: You have undoubtedly been the recipient of both hurtful and uplifting words. The hurtful words really hu

butthe uplifting words are just as powerful.

Think about a time when somebody said, iGood |
luck. o Didno6ét that make you feel awesome? toPerh
Share your comments about these bother saying anything to you at all, but did.

Devos online at DailyDevos.org

dondét di scount the power of words. It i s 7
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You have opportunities every day to love your neighbor with a Saturday

kind word. As it says in todayos mmmBsdiaRmM45 Make the most of every

opportunity. “SFor even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and
to give his life as a ransom for many."

EEq=-» \We 6ve spent a | ot of time th
interact with other people and use tingshwe have to serve them.

Thursday

IEE5E=-> 1 John 4:20-21

20)f we say we love God yeteha brother or sister, we are liars. For if
we do not love a fellow believer, whom we have seen, we cannot love Letdés review a few things.
God, whom we have not sé&And he has given us this command:

1. God has blessed you in many ways. In some ways, you have much
Those who love God must also love one another.

more than you need. What do you have in abundance that you can use
FEEG==J o hn does no tbush ey much, doestha?df t h eto the benefit of others?

you say you [ove God but youodre harbopysdmd NAS Fects dteridallioradulddjghBate" s WPse

youdre lying about loving God. not just the people we know or the people who treat us well. He says tha
And, if you think todayés r eadi nlayingisiangers and quyenemies istietvery thing tha sets us @part feon
read 1 JThisishod wekow whb chddren of God are and nonChristians. Who is it thent, woul

who the children of the devil are: Those who do not do what is right are and how can you show them the love of God?
not God's children; nor are those who do not love their brothers and

) o 3. You can even love your neighbor with words. Offering some
sisters

encouragement or a fAcongratul ati
Jesus tells us in Matthew 2Bt81hat as we interact with others, we know you care about him or her as a person.

shoudl act as though we were interacting with Jesus himself. With thatin ,

mind, how many times would we be short with or rude to Jesus? How

often would we let him suffer alone or ignore him completely?

You candtndtovleoGeo dt hd peapldo
says that we should treat those around us in the same way we would
treat Jesus himself.

- | t 6s very clear thationGod congideersqgbhad HLUEBCEOCBETNE| 8
between how we treat those around us and whether or not we love God. 46 something we ca
That 6s something for us to r ememheggﬁborg_s we
people in our lives.

or p
nesey en 0 f i _t-ﬁoslov?' ourst e
interact with he ma
Prayerfully consider these things, and ask God to help you
love your neighbor in a way that glorifies God.

Friday
EEESE=-» 1 Corinthians 12:4-6
* There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spilititis
them.® There are different kinds of service, but the samé Tloede
are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the
same God at work.

ESEEE- Jimmy Carter was President of the United States who now
uses his fame andlirence to raise awareness, money, and volunteerism
for Habitat For Humanity.

Bill Gates, founder of Microsoft, is a billionaire who, along with his wife
Melinda, runs the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, which donates
millions of dollars to causks improving global health, improving
education, and combating homelessness.

Barry Rogers is a ninth grader who does ok in school, plays the tuba,
and tried out for the basketball t eam, but didnot make it. He sp
hour two afternoons a week negdld residents at a nursing home.

Who is loving his neighbors the most?

Iltdéds probably about equal. Loving your neighbor isndédt about how
power or money you can put into it. ltés about how willing you a
whatever it is you have in seridaethers.

Jimmy Carter has power and prestige, and he happily uses it to serve
others. Bill Gates has a bagillion dollars, and he happily uses it to serve
others. Barry Rogers has the ability to read and some extra time, and he
happily uses it to sergthers.

What do you have to give? God has given us all something
that we can use to serve another. Think about some things you have. It
might be a talent of some sort or just some time in your schedule. How
can you use the things you have in som@wayve another?

All Scripture quotations in this publication are from the HOLY@IBMES NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® TNIV®. Copyright © 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society®. All rightsleeserved worldwi



Week of July 4, 2010

PRAYER JOURNAL

This week, I will praise God for...
[ ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L ]

© 2009 by Neal Bowes. Permission is granted

to any Christian religious institution to download,
photocopy, and distribute these daily devotions
to teenagers in its community. This material

is not for sale and may not appear in any
commercial publication without written
permission.

Please do what you can to inform other youth
ministry leaders about this free resource.
Updates are posted on Friday evenings at
www.DailyDevos.org.

All Scripture guotations in this publication are
from the HOLY BIBLE, TODAY'S NEW
INTERNATIONAL VERSION® TNIV®. Copyright
© 2001, 2005 by International Bible Society®.
All rights reserved worldwide.

Share your comments about these
Devos online at DailyDevos.org

Monday
ICETE=—> | uke 8:4-8
The Parable of the Sower

4While a large crowd was gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town after town, he told this
parable® "A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scatterirglflsese fell along the path; it was
trampled on, and the birds ate itUpome fell on rock, and when it came up, the plants withered because the
had no moisturé Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up with it and choked tfeSglbatheseed
fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, a hundred times more than was sown."

When he said this, he called out, "Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear."

EE=e@=-» The man is walking along the pathway between the areas of plowerksbig ditt has been
broken up and turned over and is sitting ready to receive the seeds. Bordering the field is a wooded area w
the underbrush hasnét been cleared and the pric

Noti ce how t hyelantng seed bg seed!Insteaa rhei$ grabling the seeds out of a bucket by
the fistfuls and tossing them every which way. He has many acres to cover, and he knows the seeds that f
the plowed soil will take root. The resulting crops will fEighuhe lost seeds that fell into the bad soil.

Jesus will go on to say that the seed represents the Word of God (Luke 8:11). Notice again how the man
throws the seed every which way .0judtdlkeyionkoowpeveryh a t
one of your friends wants to hear about God. Ye
every which way.

What lesson about sharing the good news of Jesus Christ can be learned from the sower?

The question is: are yspreading the news about Jesus like crazy...throwing seeds every which
way, or is your bucket pretty much still full?

Tuesday
EEEEE—> | uke 8:11-15

" This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word'6TGask along the path are the ones who
hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe an
saved?® Those on the rock are the ones who receive the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no
They believe for a while, buthia time of testing they fall aw4ilhe seed that fell among thorns stands for
those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by life's worries, riches and pleasures, and th
not mature!® But the seed on good soil stands for thdsa woble and good heart, who hear the word, retain
it, and by persevering produce a crop.

EEEE=-» Jesus says that the different types of soil represent the different ways in which people receive an
react to the Word of God.

Think about the path. Itdempacted dirt; very hard. It seems stubborn, unwilling to change its ways.
Someti mes, when you try to talk to people about
have to change everything about their lives, and they react bypattiradl. They become haedrted and
are too stubborn to even give God a chance.

Now, consider the rock. It has some moisture on its surface that will allow a seed to sprout, but the roots
cannot penetrate its surface, so when the sun comedrimstLip and withers away. Sometimes people allow
Jesus to sort of get on their surface...they might enjoy coming to Sunday school or youth group, but they n
really allow Jesus to get inside of their lives; they never develop a deeper faitho®ethihgmgses wrong,
they feel that inner emptiness and they fall away.

Some of the seed gets to the ground and actuall
which chokes it out. The weeds and pricker bushes are our busy seleeguéssyre, sexual temptations,
and all the other things that would pull us away from God.

Then, there are the goesdil folks: opehearted, opeminded, ready to let Jesus in, wanting a deeper
relationship, free from distractions and stumbling block

Jesus told us this parable to help us reflect on whether our not our hearts were properly prepare!
hear and accept his Word. So, how about it? Do any ofdb# gadlities sound familiar? What changes or
adjustments might you need to be midleeltate on that during some quiet prayer time.

www.DailyDevos.org
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Wed nesday
IEESE—-> | uke 21:1-4

1 As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple

treasury? He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins.
3"Truly I tell you," he saitthis poor widow has put in more than all the
others? All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out
of her poverty put in all she had to live on."

EEg-»Per haps it wasn6t about how
but how much each wamswillingo give. Sure, the rich man was putting
in lots and lots of mor&nd he was making a big deal about it, too.

The woman gave almost nothing. But think about it in terms of what

advantage;
" rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.

g Soon after my wife and | got rieatrwe went on a
Caribbean cruise. | had never be
exactly what to expect. At dinner the first night, the waiter unfolded my
naRKie and plaged it onyny kap fey me. Wihen te faod came;, Re waited
for me to taste it andeth put ground pepper on it for me. If | paused

for even a second and looked up as though | might need something, he
was right there. And between every course, he whisked away the crumb:

wasqiowen. Thereds no way to know framhnaymplace sedingrYpukpow whai? It wag weird Ipwasg viesy grang
be k, but ités very mdthingr Shlea fipuh & havesarehodhwailing-ang eyenjanticipatingy every need.

she had to Ilive on.o But guess what. | got used to it
Now, | dondt think the | esson hebpservedgtmade mefeeyreallygerdve t o forfeit a

material possessions and give away all your money in order to impress
God. Nor dothink that money is the only issue.

But take some time to think about this question: What am | holding
back from God?

Perhaps itdéds fAti me?0 Maybe your
for quality prayer and Scripture reading during thidalgye sleeping
in Sunday morning is more of a priority than worshipping.

Perhaps itdéds fAwitnessing?o0
faith. Maybe theredés a friend
be invited to youth group.

Perhaps t 6s fital ent ?0 Maybe there
church that could use your help and support.

Perhaps ités fA___________ ?0

Is there something you are holding back from God? How can
you start to be more giving in this area?

Thursday
EEEEE== Ephesians 4:29
2 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only

May b €of sErh

One time, Jesus wanted tygsitwash t
was all dirt roads and most people wore sandals. Feet would become
especially dirty. When a homeowner was hosting a party, he would
usually have a slave on duty to
of jobs. Peter was especially uncoméoriéthlthe idea of Jestls .
h/?e&i%h?v\és \mgeh@; fet. B Jebub $hild this: | 4 %Eshiﬁg dulidet !

as an example. Now go and serve others in this same way.

Serving a perﬁon makes that pe{)son feel reallé Ljgood. Sometimeti th% at(
i t

puts lidanndtst Frestigibds Bog?tiortn. ihf‘le 'S6h of G

wh Ban Buf“h séif fhto th p ditibn fa(fo‘at@vgsﬁe?, \tlvé, t80r,1 catHlifAble S

ourselves in some way to serve another.

a I—R)W &d )/Oly be & tfet?e} s8rfaht &t hdhle? ¥ srch(?)(H?p[osyou"fl |

friends? donot

t oknpw?opl e you

Saturday

EEEEE=- 1 Timothy 4:12

2Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in
purity.

[EEd=- S 0 met i mes ba

teenagers get a

what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it MaYieenagerst turns out adults are bad with stereotypes, too. Some adults

benefit those who listen.

Ef=-» Have you ever | ooked
section of aewspaper? Pick up a random issue sometime and take a

look. How many letters are there that contain negativity and complainingmi g h t

verses those that are positive and uplifting? In pretty much any
newspaper anywhere in the country, the number of negets/élett
outweighs the number of
somebody has taken the time to write in to say something nice about
something.

It seems that many people are much quicker to acknowledge something ! t

negative than something positive. t oday6s verse fr
reminds us that the things we say should always be positive, uplifting,
and encouraging.

just assume that a group of teens that has gatisesedt the mall or

t hr ou g hdowntown samewhenar ke &p ta nothing s troubie | Moss ef the

ti me adults and t eens edeanidgtyouh av e

get a | ot of ejeanginchurch,for f or
exampl e. And, thereds the issue
technology than most adults do.

positivecbHebkesspt asdahardeatdaskfgrhapifrenhspriehoge 1 e

30 years younger than you. It can make a person feel vulnerable or
appearweals o met hi ng authority figures

can be very frustrating when
BmCEPREs Y aH Scauserie fatt s gon lhagee ot to dffes.

God has always equipped and relied on young people. David was 12 or
13 when he defeated Goliath. Mary was 13 or 14 when she became the

. . . other of Jesus. Solomon was onlg 20 wttw)en he was anointed king of the
W= Gi ve some consideration to tg%wt?rerattighbfrfspaél.youor about to say. |
itds going to be negative, change 1t around to be positive and
encouraging. Always be thinking of things to say that will be uplifting. I'n todayos verse, Paul is tellin
You may just make somebodyés daypeople who were much older than

matters is his strong relationship with God. He can set an example for
Friday everybody in the whg lives his life. You, too, can set an example, not

EEESE=-» Philippians 2:5-7
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same attitude of mind
Christ Jesus had:

5 Who, being in very natuGod,

only for your peers, but for the adults around you, too. In fact, an
example set by a teenager is often the most powerful example. After all,
everybody expects adults to have it together.

== Memorizetbay 6 s verse. And r ememb:

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own You with something to offer.
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This week, I will praise God for...
L ]

I will ask God for...
L ]

I will pray for others...
L]
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Monday
EESEE- John 10:1-10
I very truly | tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs in b
some other way, is a thief and a roBS&Te one who enters by the gate is the shephbelsifaep’ The
gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by nhame ar
leads them out.When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow hit
because they know his vortBut they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him
because they do not recognize a stranger's Yd&su$ used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not
understand what he was telling them.
" Therefore Jesus saighin, "Very truly | tell you, | am the gate for the shedipyho have come before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened%batethe gate; whoever enters
through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, anstdired p@he thief comes only to steal and
kill and destroy; | have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

== The TNIV translation of the Bible says that knowing Jesus allows us to Havéulif®ther
translations sapundantly When you think of fiabundance, 0 wha
of being rich, eating a huge feast, or having a fancy wardrobe?

When Jesus is talking about abundant | iving, &
Wedre driven to have the nicest clothes and t h¢
when we settle for this kind of happiness, we actually shortchange ourselves, because the abundance tf
Jesus of fers i s muofjoyqanrddemesifrom beingins rightmelatobshimvdtia n c
God and genuinely loving one another.

This week, weodll be taltethefigl about what it mean

In prayer, each day this week, ask the Holy Spirit to reveal the thinigitiet keeping you
from enjoying Jesusd abundance.

Tuesday
=R Matthew 8:23-27
ZThen he got into the boat and his disciples follow8Shiadenly a furious storm came up on the
lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was Sl&egidsciples went and woke him,
saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!"
% He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and th
waves, and it was completely calm.
2"The men were anearand asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him

Isaiah 41:10
950 do not fear, for | am with you;
do not be dismayed, for | am your God.
I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold youitth my righteous right hand.

== OK...there are certain things that you should be anpaisohous snakes andafktontrol
fires come to mind. Some fear can be a healthy
look both ways fmee they cross the street.

The disciples were pastiicken when the storm blew up; they knew the boat would capsize, killing them &
Anybody in the same situation would be equally fearful. But they were sailing with thé tBangofyGod
walks orwater, you know.

What does it say to you that Jesus was sleeping through the whole storm? What does it say that he wa
to make the storm dissipate?

Fear can rob us of the abundant life Jesus wants for us. Jesus never promised us stdifms;ithete
will be plenty of rough water. With that in mind, when you set sail each day, make sure Jesus is in the bc
Doné6t | eave him standing on the shore.

- What 6s your biggest fear today? Spsusd s 0me
Continue to invite Jesus into that situation over the next several days. And always remember to pray in fi
times.

Wednesday
IEESE=- Matthew 26:69-75

5 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. "You alstess®fvith
Galilee," she said.
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°But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking can forget about it. We tend to hold on to that anger, let it fester. Before
about," he said. we know it , rardahosourdifes, soaringother ot he

" Then he went out to the gateway, where another servant girl saw hielationships.
and said to the people there, "This fellow was wishodé&azareth."”

"2He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!"

73 After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said,
"Surely you are one of them; your accent gives you away."

"Then he began to call dowrses, and he swore to them, "I don't Whodo you need to forgive? In prayer, ask Jesus for his peace
know the man!" in this situation. Ask him for the strength and humility to offer forgiveness.

Immediately a rooster crow@dhen Peter remembered the word
Jesus had spoken: "Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three Friday

The fact is, forgiving somebody can be really hard, but holding a grudge
is even hard@it takes a lot more energy. Anger and holding grudges can
rob us of the abundant life Jesus wants for us.

times." And he went outside and wept bitterly. EEIE— | uke 18:18-24
John 21:15-17 18 A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must | do to inherit
2 wWhen they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simonetelgnal life?" .
son of John, do you love me more than these?" "Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. “"No oné is good
"Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that | love you." Jesus said, "Feed €xcept God alorf@.You know the commandments: 'You shall not commit
my lambs." adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not give false
16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, dovgome?" testimony, honor your father and mother.™ .
He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that | love you." Jesus said, ~ "All these | have kept since | was a boy," he said. _
"Take care of my sheep." When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell

7 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me#Vverything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Z® you |0he§3ven. Then come, TOHOW me.
me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." When héeard this, he became very sad, because he was very
Jesus said, "Feed my sheep." wealthy=" Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to

. o enter the kingdom of God!
- As Jesus was being beaten and hauled off for crucifixion, Peter

tried to save his own life by denying he knew Jesus. Indatiechdown ~ EEIEE= | have a friend who was going to college about the same time
curses amsworeanoath i n ef fect sayi ng, @ MbBaperganal computers figskcangsou figwhef t ect s that
am lying.o Guilt engul fed hi m a sheReweplepked his derp rwomyugtibhe pwingd a gompuigle HavINg A e
outside and wept bitterly. possession brought about a distru

Feelings of guilt and regret can paralyze us and rob us of the abundantP0ssessions can have a weird effect on us. Yéallyabegin toare
life Jesus wants fis. about them. Ifact, themani n t o d a yaesl mreabaithig e

i ) possessions than about following J8sesd and materialism can rob us
Perhaps you are carrying around the burden of knowing that you of the abundant life Jesus wants for us.
M b i 0

di sappointed God or sonmendybedygu el se. aybe itds even worse )

di sappointed yourself; weore al /B> fopsidgrdanyoudegl akpyf yodr mpterial possessions. Would
. you be viling to part with some of them to help somebody else? Would

Jesus doesndt want youkhowar ryi gk Qilicytobldy s edpdhdve cidindd of r€dlce yobir Prines

quickly he forgave Peter! Jesus wants to restore you and remove your @igilknioads and give the rest of the money to charity? Spend some soul
and regret. Spend some time in prayer, offering those burdens to JeSUSSearching time in prayer.

Thursday Saturday
ISR Maithew 18:21-22 TR Matthew 6:25-27, 31-34

21 n :
‘Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall 125+Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
forgive someone who sins against me? Up to seven times? drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important

22 n .
_ " Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but sty than food, and the body more important than cl8thesk at the birds
times. of the air; they do nobw or reap or store away in barns, and yet your
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable tHan they?

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?
not proud?® It does not dishonor others, it is notsedking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrdhgse does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truthit always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres.

3150 do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'Whaeshall
drink?" or 'What shall we we#rRor the pagans run after all these
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you neetf Bigrseek
first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
EEEEdl=> Yesterday,wetek ct ed on Peter 6s de noyeulaswelf’ Thereferaide netprsydbomt gmorrow, for tomorrow
Jesus released him from his overwhelming feelings of guilt by offering Hi¥ill worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.

forgiveness. Today, weoll put t hfmse Ny Cal rot u8 & th®dbilh&aht lifd RLud wantsSdt us! H2
look at whether we are offering forgiveness to others they shayld. i snot suggesting thabdortedwershosid me s
What do you think Jesus meant with he said we should forgive somebigipre them. Whae is saying is that God is a very big presence in every
sevenils even times? Doesndt that s e &snectofourdives Gadkngws@ur ¢oacaresiand is werking ip e naidste
Perhaps thatos the point. all of our circumstances. When we

N . . o it alone, r at heaandstieagth. t a into
In 1 Corinthians, Paul writes that love keeps no record of vargngs. F 9 o P

and forget, he says. Sometimes, that easier said than done. Because, What worries you? Tap into the comfort and reassurance that
sometimes, somebody hurts us r e a3odfigelydpifersanypu spandtimgipnrayeiloesnot f eel
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